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FOREWORD 



The Medical Library Msociation is coomitted to providing the very best 
national assessment mechanism for the profession of health sciences 
librarianship9 and is moving on many fronts to address the issue of 
quality assurance in professional practice. The current Examinations for 
Certification and Registration are an integral part of this effort; the 
involvement of memoers of the Asscyciation in the process of item 
development is essential and very much appreciated. 

This manual is % new initiative of the Medical Library Association. It 
assists members in developing and editing questions for the MLA General 
and Area of Concentration Examinations for Certification or Registration 
by the Medical Library Association. 

Tn addition to improving the quality of MLA examination item 'Writing, the 
manual will also help individuals in their own educational and evaluation 
endeavors. 

Utilize the information and techniques outlined here as part of MLA's 
collaborative effort to serve health sciences librarianship and^ thereby* 
to ser^/e society through education, research and improved patient care. 




PRE-TEST 



Directions; Each of the questions below is followed by four or five 
selected answers. Select the one that is best and circle the better which 
precedes the answer you prefer. 



1. Subject headings are to be assigned to a took in which the following 
subjects are discussed equally: 
..Addison*s disease 
..Adrenal gland neoplasms 
..Congenital adrenal hyperplasia 
..Deficiency of adrenal cortex hormones 
. .Hypercorticism 



The best MeSH subject heading would be 



a. ADRENAL CLAUDS 

b. ADRENAL GLAND DISEASES 

c. ADRENAL GLAND HYPERPUNCTION 

d. ADRENAL GLAND HTPOFUNCTION 

e. AJ)RENAL GLAND NEOPLASMS 



2. For which of the following statements would the foregoing question be 
an acceptable measure? 

a. Select appropriate cataloging tools for classification 
information 

b. Identify appropriate cataloging tools for descriptive 
cataloging infotmation 

c. Choose appropriate classification numbers from the NLM and LC 
classification schedules based on current cataloging practice 

d. Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and principles of organization 

3. According to Bloom* s taxonomy, the foregoing question is written at 
which cognitive level? 



a. Knowledge 

b. Comprehension 

c. Application 

d. Analysis 

e. Evaluation 



4. In the foregoing cample* which of the following is considered the 
•Ttey?" 



a. MeSH 

b. ADRENAL GLAND DISEASES 

c. Subject heading 

d. Addison's disease 



mc 
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5. In the foregoing ^lample. ADRENAL GLAND HYPERFUNCTION. would be 
considered 

a. A distracter 

b. A content limitation 
e. A key element 

d. A source 

e. A stem 
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1. CBRTinCATIWI AND REGISTRATION 



Certification and Registration represents the longstanding coomitment 
of the Medical Library Association to foster excellence in professional 
practice by assuring entry -level competence in identified areas of 
health sciences librarianship. A voluntary progrsa* it is designed to 
provide the candidate vith direction in the development of career 
goals, to assist in the assessment of skill and knovledge» and to 
provide opportunities for the development of a network of supportive 
professional acquaintances. 

Certification and Registration forms the cornerstone of a program of 
career recognition which acknowledges exemplary practice and the 
pursuit of excellence through disciplined professional development. 

Certification and Registration helps MLA shape the character of the 
profession and of professional roles now and in the future. 



II. THE BXAimiATION 



The MLA Examination for Certification or Regiscration is but one component 
of a comprehensive and collaborative review of professional performance. 

The Examination is broad and eclectic » with emphasis on the knowledge that 
health sciences librarians ordinarily use in the workplace and on the 
issues* thought processes* judgments and tasks that librarians face every 
day. The Examination restricts itself to the content relevant to health 
sciences librarianship. It does not attempt to test all that an entry 
level librarian might have learned in a graduate program in librarianship. 

Candidates for Certification and candidates for Registration write the 
same examination. The Examination has two parts* a General Examination 
and an Area of Concentration Examination. Both parts of the Examination 
consist of multiple choice items based on a defined set of performance 
objectives. 

A. General Examination 

The General Examination assesses knowledge in three areas: 

.. the environoent of health sciences librarianship 
.. public services in the health sciences library 
.. technical services in the health sciences library 

The General Examination recognizes the core of knowledge that 
unifies the profession of health sciences librarianship and 
information management. 

B. Area of Concentration Examination 

•Hie Area of Concentration Examination acknowledges the reality of 
individual differences in interest* preparation and work experience. 
The examination deals in greater depth and specificity with the 
knowledgift and skill required in a given area. 

The candidate selects an Area of Concentration from among three 
options: 

.. hospital librarianship 
.. public services* 
.. technical services 

Each examination contains a fair mixture of essential content 
assessed at several levels of cognitive complexity. Each of the 
examinations is relevant to the diverse but typical work settings 
for medical librarians. The result is a broad and valid sample o' 
knowled5»e and skill expected of the entry-level health sciences 
librarian. 



Til, OBJECTIVES FOR PROFESSIONAL PERFORMANCE 



Th« several diisensions of professional performance to which 
Certification and Registration refer are expressed in Objectives or 
**8tateQent8 of expectation** for health sciences librarians. 

The performance objective is a device used to make it clear as to how 
content is to be used. It states the? behavior by which the candidate 
will be asked to demonstrate the required skill or knowledge. Action 
verbs are used to describe this behavior because they are precise and 
unambi^oue. And, they reflect the complexity of thinking which is 
involved in demonstrating knowledge and skill on the Examinations. 

Cenerally, lower levels of complexity require the recall or recognition 
of facts. Interaediate levels require one to apply information in 
solving oroblems, while higher levels expect analysis, synthesis or 
evaluation. 

The Examinations for Certification or Registration refer directly to a 
set of objectives which describe behavior expected of an entry-level 
librarian with two years of experience. 

Performance objectives for Health Sciences Librarians are presented in 
Appendix I, 



IV. TEST ITEMS 



A. Basic Considerations 



Item Terminology 

Objective teat queationa or items are thoae in which the examinee must 
aelect the one correct or best response from two or more Alternatives. 
They are "objective" in that the uarking process is highly uniform 
because the correct response has been determined in advance; the sane 
score is received regardleas of the mechanism used for scoring. 
Objective test items may be conatnicted in a variety of formats (e.g.. 
multiple^hoice. matching, true-false); however, psychometric research 
suggests that multiple choice items are the most reliable snd valid of 
the objective formate. The MLA General Examination is composed 
entirely of multiple--choice questions; this manual is deaigned to 
facilitate proper and effective multiple-choice item development. 

The following terminology is useful in describing any iteir in the 
multiple choice format: 

MULTIPLE-CHOICE ITEM 

A test question in which a number of alternative response choices 
are given from whirh the correct answer is to be selected. Most 
such items on the MLA General Examination use four or five 
choices 

DISCRETE ITEM" 

A single multiple-choice question, including the choices 

STEM 

The initial part of the item in which the task is delineated - a 
question, directions, or an incomplete statement 

OPTIONS 

All the choices in an item 
DISTRACTERS 

The incorrect options 

KEY 

The correct answer 
ITEM SETS 

IVo or more items based on a coounon passage, problem, graph, 
experiment, chart, or other stimulus materials 
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Tt9*n Models 



^ach item on the ^tLA Examinations for Certification and Rej^ist ration 
is written according to an established set of specifications. These 
specifications constitute the "model" for the production of 
standardized items of equivalent difficulty assessing knowled?,e and 
skill in ways which have been judged appropriate to the examination 
and to the performance expected of entry-level librarians. 

MLA Item ?4odels are presented as Appendix IT. 

The follo^jing terminology is used in describing? the model: 

5>TAT^MRMT OF OBJT^CTTVK 

..formalizes the desired behavior using a controlled vocabulary 
OWRAL ni^SCRTPTTON 

..provides a succinct overview of the set of behaviors to be 

described more fully later in the model; 
•*a one or two sentence description of what is actually expected 

of the examinee 

COG^TITIV^ L^L 

..defines the level of coraclexity at which the examinee is 
expected to think in findini* the suitable response to a given 
item; 

..T^A ^Examination items are written at the following levels of 
complexity: 

Knowledge 

Knowledge is defined as the remembering of previously 
learned material. This may involve the recall of a wide 
range of material^ from specific facts to complete 
theories, but all that is required is the bringing to 
mind of the appropriate information. Knowledge represents 
the lowest level of learning outcomes in the cognitive 
domain . 

Coaprehenffion 

Comprehension i? defined as the ability to gra^^p the 
me&ninp of material. This may be shown by translating 
material from one form into another (words to numbers), 
bv interpreting material (explaining or summarizing), or 
by estimating future trends (predicting consequences or 
effects). These behaviors go one step beyond the simple 
remembering of material, but still represent relatively 
unsophisticated cognitive skill. 
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Application 



Application refers to the ability to use learned matsrial 
in new and concrete situations. This nay include the ap- 
plication of rules, methods, concepts, principles, laws 
and theories. Application requires a higher level of 
understanding than is expected unJer comprehension or 
knowledge. 

Analysis 

Analysis refers to the ability to break down material 
into its component parts so that its organizational 
structure can be understood. This may include the 
identification of parts, analysis of the relationship 
between parts, i^nd the recognition of organizational 
principles involved. Behaviors here represent a higher 
intellectual level than application or comprehension 
because they require an understanding of both the content 
and the structural form of the material. 

Evaluation 

Evaluation is concerned with the ability to judge the 
value of material (statement, statistics, research 
r:!port, article) for a given purpose. The judgpents are 
t-> be based on definite criteria. Thase may be internal 
criteria (organization) or external criteria (relevance 
to the purpose) and the examinee may be expected to 
determine the criteria or to appraise conditions 
according to them. Behavior at this level is 
sophist-!^ited because it incorporates elements of all 
earlier categories, with the adaition of conscious value 
iudgments based on clearly defined criteria. 

Synthesis 

Synthesis refers to the ability to put parts to'^ether to 
form a new whole. 1hi<' may involve the production of a 
unique communication (a paper or a speech), a plan of 
operations (research proposal), or a set of abstract 
relations (a scheme for classifying information). 
Behavior at this level emphasizes creative activity with 
major emphasis on problem solving, new patterns of 
activity and the development of new structures. The MLA 
Examination includes few items requiring th^'nking at this 
level of complexity. 

Samples of questions written at each of the foregoing levels 
of cognitive complexity are provided as Appendix III. 
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CONTENT LIMITATIONS 



..attempts to narrow the content with which the examinee is 
expected to demonstrate Ic^ ''redge or understanding. fILA cites 
three options for limitailo^ 

Prec-s or full text of the content to which the objective 
refe^rs 

Source citation (s) for the information needed by the examinee 
and from which any questions must derive 

Key elements from the content on which special emphasis will 
be placed 

ITKM FORMAT 

..describes the form in which questions will be presented to the 
examinee. For our purposes we are providing further 
definitions: 

Stimulus attrilmtes 

In this section, we must set down fill the influential factor:i 
that constrain the composition of a set of test items. 
Anything less than the most rigorous standards of intellectual 
scrutiny will result in specifications that are imprecise and, 
worse for item writers, misleading. 

Retiponse attrilmtes 

This component focuseo on the examinee's response to the 
elements generated (According to che stimulus attributes 
section. Onl ^ selected responses are addressed in ^fLA items, 
that is, respo. «s selected by the examinee from among those 
presented as pcuertial options. Rules must be provided for 
determining not only the nature of rhe correct response, but 
also the nature of the wrong answer >ptions. 

CRITraiON FOR CREDIT 

..describes the criteria by which answers are judged. The 
correct answer may be the best among several options, each of 
which receives partial credit. Or, in another case, only the 
correct answer receives credit. 

ITEM SAMPLE 

..provides an exact example of an item in full compliance with 
the foregoing specifications. The sample has three 
components: 

13 
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Directions 

An explanation of hew the student is to accomplish the item. 
Caution is necessary to prevent the directions from exceeding 
the demands of the objective to which the item refers. 

Itea 

A discrete presentation including the stem and options (both 
distracters and key), presented in that order. 

Kef 

The correct answer. In the item model and in all items sub- 
mitted, the key is always presented last, for convenient 
identification. 
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IV. TEST ITEMS 



B. Hints for Writers 
Prepsring the Item-ss-s-Whole 

The first step in preparing en item for one of the MLA 
Bxjttinstions is a review of personal experience, knowledge and 
skill in health sciences librarianship. Insightful items, 
appraising the performance of librarians at the entry-level* 
grew out of professional practice well-grounded in the basic 
theories of librarianship applied in the unique setting of the 
health sciences. 

Select an area of interest and thorough understanding, 
important to the field and important to the examinee. While 
the Performance Objectives in Health Sciences Librarianship and 
the MLA Item Modrls provide direction in the construction of 
individual items, they cannot substitute for personal knowledge 
and experience on the part of the item writer. 

The following comments on the Item-as-a-Whole may be helpful in 
preparing to write: 

* Use language that is simple, direct and free of ambiguity. 
Do not make an item a test of reacfing ability unless such 
is the purpose of the quest Lon. 

* Keep the purpose of the item clearly in mind. That is. if 
you intend to test factual knowledge, do not ''dress up" 
the item to appear otherwise: if you intend to test 
problem -solving skills, be sure that the item cannot be 
answered on the basis of factual information alone. 

* If you intend for an iten to be difficult, make certain 
that it is difficult because it requires sophisticated 
reasoning the understanding of a higher level concept, 
not becaure It tests obscure or esoteric subject matter. 
Remember the audience for which the examination is 
designed: librarians with two years of experience and a 
working knowledge of basic concepts and practices in 
health sciences librarianship. Here the MLA Item Models 
offer a prototype for direct application. 

* Structure the item around one central idea or problem that 
is presented in the stem and to which all the options 
relate in the same way. 
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Formulating the Stem 

The stem is the most important portion of an item* because it 
presents the task or problem to the examinee. It, therefore, 
must be clearly written in order that exmninees know what is 
expected of them. If the item requirt^s that the examinee read 
the options before the nature of the item can be comprehended, 
then the stec is inadequate. 

To illustrate the dilemma this poses for the examinee, 
consider the following example. 

SxMple 1 

Vitamin D: 

a. prevents scurvy 

b. is an antibiotic 

c. is found in milk 

d. is also known as niacin 

Note here th^,:^ (1) the abbreviated stem does not convey the 
nature of the problem to the examinee; and (2) there is a lack 
of homogeneity in the options. The item is poor from the 
examinee's vantage point and indicates that the item writer 
has not properly formulated what is to be tested. 

Consistent with providing the examinee a clear understanding 
of what is expected, the stem should not be structured for 
"fill-in" responses. Such "breaks" in the stem unnecessarily 
impede clarity. An example of this is illustrated below. 

Example 2 

The profession of is concerned primarily with vision 

care 

a. optometry 

b. podiatry 

c. cardiology 

d. phfirmacy 

When several items are based on a single setting or on 
stimulus material such as a passage, graphs, or charts, make 
sure that each item is independent of the other items in the 
set. The examinee is expected to arrive at the answer from 
the information provided in the stimulus material nut from 
having answered correctly a previous question in tie stt. 
Avoid using distracters in one question that may p-^ovide clues 
for answering another question in the set. (A notaMe 
exception is that in which an algorithm or specific procedure 
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18 to be tested and where the correctness of a step depends 
upon the accuracy of a previous decision or action. Presently* 
however* the MLA Item Models do not include such materials.) 

MLA Itm Models are specific in describing the stimulus 
attributes for items. Following those models carefully will 
assure the production of items which avoid many pitfalls. 

Generating Distracter Options 

Although the development of the item stem is critical for the 
item to contribute to a valid measure of achievement* the 
construction of distracters is equally critical but probably 
more difficult. The most obvious purpose of a good distrac- 
ter is* in a sense* to camouflage the correct response. As 
such* a good distracter will be attractive or compelling to 
the examinee who does not know the correct response or who 
has incomplete or superficial knowledge of the material. 
While distracters need not be equally compelling* they should 
represent an array of errors or misconceptions for a range of 
seriousness or c rudeness. 

One very useful way of generating distracters is to antici- 
pate how examinees could independently arrive at logical 
though incorrect responses* and the., to utilize such incor- 
rect responses as distracters. As an example of this ap* 
proach* consider the example below. 

Vzampli^ 1 



15 


X 5 


15 


X 5 


a. 


73 


a. 


3 


b. 


74 


b. 


20 


c. 


75 


c. 


55 


d. 


76 


d. 


75 



The distracters on the left are designed solely to camouflage 
the correct response. However* since there is no jbviously 
rational way to compute the responses in options a* b* and d* 
the distracters are ineffective despite their numeric proxi- 
mity to the keyed response. In contrast* the corresponding 
item on the right contains distracters that bear a rational 
but incorrect logic. 

Option m would be obtained by solving the problem through 
division rather than multiplication 

Option b involves the erroneous use of addition 




Option c represents the use of multiplication but without 
properly carrying the two from the '•ones'* to the "tens" 
column. 

This item illustrates a very important principle in genera- 
ting distraccers: treat distracters as a codification of 
incorrect responses that examinees would likely supply if 
multiple choices were not provided. 

There are two additional considerations for writing distrac- 
ters. First, you should not try to "trick" the examinee. 
Therefore, do not write distracters with ambiguous or mis- 
leading terms. Second, your items should avoid combination 
options such as "none of the above." or "all of the above." 
These options contain inherent psychometric weaknesses that 
lower test reliability and validity. 

4. Editorial Considerations 

It is important that you review and edit items before submis- 
sion. This will lower the incidence of: (1) ambiguities or 
other problems preventing the knowledgeable examinee from 
responding correctly; and (2) cues that "give away" the 
correct responses to a marginal examinee. 

The formal review process for the NLA Examinations is discus- 
sed in Section ▼ - Rewiew Process, However, some editor- 
ial issues are outlined below: 

* Options should be independent and mutually exclusive. 

* Items asking for a particular course of action should 
not solicit the examinee's opinion (What would you do?) 
but rather, what the best action is (What should you 
do?). 

* Avoid using double negatives; they only serve to 
confuse. (It makes no sense to ask the examinee to 
recognize that it is not true that that William Osier 
did not establish the National Library of Medicine.) 

* Avoid using absolute qualifiers (e.g.. always, never, 
totally, completely) in the options, sinc^ they do not 
allow for the exceptional case and. therefore, usually 
provide a clue that the response is incorrect. 

* Overly long, qualified and technical options are 
typically clues to the correct response. Insure that 
each option within a given item is similar in form and 
length. 

* Options that are not grammatically consistent with the 
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stem are typically incorrect. Therefore, insure that 
each option provides grammatical consistency. 




V, THE REVra P:?0CESS 



After a new item has been prepared (follwing the f5uidelines set forth 
earlier in this manual), it should be submitted to the Editor of the 
Examination alon^ with a cover sheet (see Neso to Iten Writers. Ap- 
pendix TV and Itea Sotaiissiofi Font* Appendix V) which gives the 
Panel as much detail as possible about the new item. This detailed 
information is essential for an effective- review by the Editorial Panel 
for Certification and Registration Examination, Indicate the part of 
the examination for which the item is submitted, either general or area 
of concentration. Within those parts, indicate the area for which that 
item is intended, e.g.. public service, health care environment, etc. 
Be sure to identifv the specific objective for which the item has been 
written and to explain what the item is intended to do. For each 
response ootion. give sufficient detail to explain why tbdt response is 
incorrect or correct. There should be only ONE correct answer; all of 
the other responses should be incorrect. Finally, cite exactly the 
source in which the correct answer can be found. If this cover sheet 
has not been completed, the iten will be returned without review until 
the needed information has been supplied. 

If the cover sheet is in order, the item will be reviewed by a Panel 
member for the following criteria: 

1, Hoes the item seem to be appropriate for the specified part of 
the examination? 

2, Does the item conform to the objective? 

3, Does the item meet the model specification for that objec- 
tive? 

A, Is the item accurate, and does it have only one correct 
answer? 

5, It the right answer found in the cited source? 

6, Does the item seem to be reasonable in view of th« stated 
objective? 

At this point, the Panel member will recommend one of three possible 
actions: 

1, Accept the item for the data bank, 

?• Accept the item with very minor revision (mostly of an 
editorial nature; , 

3, Reiect the item and discard it. 
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The Panel as a whole will review each of the recommendations and will 
come to consensus on the disposition of the item. To ensure confiden- 
titlirv and credibility for the examination, item writers will i.ot be 
irtfomed of the action taken on individual items. However, each item 
will be acknowledfred by the Panel, and a list of individuals submitting 
itms will be published in the NLA ffews* 

It will be the responsibility of the Panel to monitor the data bank 
continuously to ensure that the items are accurate, current, and at the 
proper level. The Panel also will determine objectives for which there 
is a shortage of items. 

The Panel will work with the Certification Committee in determining the 
blue print for the examination (number of questions to be included for 
each objective) and will select the items to be included on each of the 
annval examinations. 
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POST TKST 



. Using the item which follows, MARK these components 

a. Item Stem 

b. Options 

c. Distracters 

d. Key 



Sample item: 

Listed beloif are sources which might be used to evaluate a small 
hosoital library. 

a. Ommlmted Index to Haraing and Allied Health Lit- 
•ratmre 

b. Rompital Librmcj Indmx 

c. *A Libracy of Intatnists* 

d. Madicml Bookm and Serials in Print 

e. "Selected Limt of Books and Joomsla for the Skall 
Library* (The Brandon List) 

Which of the following combinations represents the most useful 
tools? 

1. A.C 

2. A»D 

3. BpD 
A. Bpi! 
5. Cpl? 

In MLA Item Models, which of the following defines the subject 
matter to be covered in an item? 

a. General Description 

b. Stimulus Attributes 

c. Content Limitations 

d. Key Elements 

Items which expect the examinees to assess value on the basis of 
identified criteria are written at which of the tollowing cognitive 
levels? 

a. Synthesis 

b. Evaluation 

c. Analysis 

d. Applicacion 
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Ar«a of Conccncratio** Examinations will NOT be given in 

a. Technical Services 

b. Hoapital Librarianship 

c. Health Care Systems 

d. Public Services 

Item Writers should subnit items to 

a. Certification Comsittee 

b. Director of Education 

c. Editorial Panel of Certification and Registration Exam- 
ination 

d. Local Chapter representatives 
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APPKm)TX I 



Sample I tens by Cognitive Level 



KTIO^TL^DGE (rememberinp, ideas, materials, rules) 



Item !$amole: 

You have been asked to purchase a book called **Physicians anc* Social 
Medicine** for your libr&ry. The person making the request doesn't know the 
publisher, but thinks the work was published in 1984. Before ordering this 
book, you would like to verify the price and the publisner. Which of the 
following is not an appropriate source for verifying this information? 

1. Books in Print 

2. Comlative Book Index 

3. Medical Books and Serials in Print 

4. Portheoaing Books 

Here the answer is 4. Books in Print would be an appropriate source, 
since it provides a listing of titles currently in print. Each entry 
includes full bibliographic verification such as author, title, edition, 
publisher, place and date of publication, and price. Ctmlative Book 
Index provides a list of books that can currently be purchased from 
oublishers. Medical Books and Serials in Print provides a listing of 
titles currently in print. Both include full bibliographic verification 
information. Both are appropriate. Only Porthcoaing Books is not an 
appropriate source since it includes titles that have not yet been 
published. There is your correct answer. Now, of course, you may have 
remembered this from your basic course in health sciences bibliography, but 
vou could reach the same conclusion by a process of elimination, drawing 
uoon what you DO remeirber to deduce the right answer. 



rovp|^i^l?H<5I0f] (understanding the meaning) 
Item Sairnle 

**One aspect of decision-iaaking by patients, namely decisions that give 
permission for diagnostic or treatment interventions.** For which of the 
following is this definition most appropriate? 

1. Invasive procedures 

2. Ethical dilemma 

3. Medical paternalism 

4. Informed consent 

5. Fiduciary responsibility 



Your answer should be 4. Here the task is that of understanding the 
meaning of a definition presented in terms which you may not have seen 
before. Clues to the meaning, may be found in **decision-making,** 



oatients." and "permission." Or, you may be well-acquainted with ethical 
dimensions of the health care environment and immediately recognized the 
terms presented as options more or less appropriate to the definitio i. 
TJsing logic might have been helpful in narrowing the choice. Option 5 
would likely be eliminated because it deals with another kind of decision, 
that of finance or payment of bills. Options 2 and 3 are unsatisfactory, 
although related, because they require definitions far broader than the one 
given. "Informed consent" is often considered when debating "medical 
paternalism. ' and ce-tainly may figure in a discussion of ethical dilemmas 
of health care proviaers. The definition given fits option 4 oerfectly; no 
other option is suitable. 

APPLICATION (ccmbininR what you know to deal with a problem of 5?itu2tion) 
Item Sample 

You are cataloging the book titled Kelative Costs of Home Care and 
Hospital Care in Anstralia. You note the following entries in the 
Annotated Alphabetic MeSR: 

COST ALLOCATION 
MM: «lr -li^i /mmkmm Atm^ 'mm mtkmg' $m km 

tm 

Mt mfmCOm AND COH ANALYSIS 
X COST AmMnONMIMT 

X cofTSNirmo 
CDsr AffoanoKMcxr m cost auocation 

MUNLBSUI 

COSTS AND COST ANALYSIS 



WM; my /km / mmk v m /mm$n -mm skMiir* COST 
ALLOCATI^ OT: corn 

ni COST ALLOCATIO N 

xu oiaacr ssavics costs 
ECONOMICS. HOSPITAL 

NUltJiS 

OW ir iiM|iiifti< triy; pnfcr /mm wmk mmdk limr Mm 
oTtalSS ^SSt^S HOSflTAL FLSCHASINC 

X NOSriTAL aCONOMlCS 



Accordin?^ to ^^LMtg catalo^n? nractices and policies, the correct subi 
headinj> is 

1. Tost Allocation 

?. Cost Allocation — trends 

3, Costs and costs analysis — Australia 

4, Hospital Economics — Australia 

5, 'Economics, "ospital — Australia 
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The item requires you to apply a basic set of rules in interpreting an 
entry, ^ach of the statements presented is incorrect with the exception of 
5. Why? Option 1 is a minor descriptor and is not used for cataloging 
according to VLM practice. Option 2 is also incorrect. The use of the 
subheading "trends" is permitted with the main heading "Cost Allocation" 
for indexing purposes. But since the main heading is a minor descriptor, 
neither the main heading nor the main heading-subheading combination are 
permitted for cataloging. The main heading "Cost and Cost Analysis" (3) is 
a major descriptor and, therefore, permitted for cataloging. However, the 
cataloguing annotation for geographic subdivision is not present in the MeSH 
ertry, so the subheading "Australia" is not permitted with this main 
heading?. Therefore, the use of this main heading-subheading combination is 
incorrect. Option A, "Hospital Economics," is not a major or a minor 
descriptor. It is an entry term, which is a "see" cross reference to a 
single MeSH heading. The use of an entry term with or without subheadings 
is incorrect. In 5 we find the correct answer. "Economics, Hospital" is a 
major descriotor, making it an appropriate heading for cataloging. The 
cataloging annotation for geographic subdivision is also present in the 
Me3H entry, making the use of the subheading "Australia^' with this main 
heading correct. 



AMAL^STfJ (extracting components and understanding their interrelationships) 
Item Samnle 

The structure of a medical school library is shown in the organizational 
chart below. ^Thich one of the statements describing the structure is 
correct? 



Director 



Personnel 



Assistant 
Director 



Put>lic 
Relations 



X 



Circulation 



Reference 




1 

Technical 
Services 





1^ 
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1. The assistant director is responsible fo.. the day-to-day 
supervision of the three operating units and the per'ionnel office. 

2. The director is responsible for overall planning and for direct 
supervision of the personnel office. 

3. The personnel office serves in an advisory capacity to the director. 

4. The personnel office has line authority within the medical school 
library. 

5. The personnel office has authority over the assistant director. 



COMMENT: 

3 is the answer. You could come to this by seeing that it is the only 
answer which the organizational chart fits without any confusion. Option 4 
was quickly eliminated — line authority within the medical school library-as 
was 5 — personnel authority over the assistant director. If the chart is a 
graphic display of relationships within the organization, neither of these 
options would make any sense at all. The Assistant Director is clearly 
connected with circulation, reference, and technical services, but not with 
oersonnel or public relations, so 1 cannot b^ an accurate analysis of the 
structure presented. Option 2 could present some problems if you t'&re to 
assume that the chart represented the entire institution. But read 
carefully. This is a library within the medical school. If the personnel 
office serves the entire school, then we understand that it aids the 
library director, but is under the direction of not the director, but 
another administrator in the school. The chart is a code which you nust 
decipher (analyze) in order to know its meaning. 



KVALtlATION (judging among vatLOus ideas, methods and options as to the most 
valuable) 



Item J?ample 

'^e library director has requested projected budget figures t *r next year's 
book budget. Ycu. the technical services librarian, have cumulated 
financial end ^statistical data from your own library. In addition, you 
need reliable price indexes for health sciences monographs to support your 
projections on publishing and economic trends. The best printed source for 
this inforaation is: 

1. Bookaan's Price Index 

2. Bovker AnnuAl of Library and Book Trade Infomation 

3. Bulletin M the Medical Library Association 

4. Medical Books and Serials in Print 

5. Publisliers* Trade List Annual 



Comment: The correct answer is 2. Let's see why. Bookaan*8 Price 
Index Provides infomation for HISTORICAL books on a title by title 
basis, i^ntries are compiled from bookdealers' catalogs. It does not sup* 
ply orice indexes for CURRENT publications. Nedic&l Books ^nd Serials 
In Print (4) provides price information for CURRENT materials on a 
title by title basis, but it does not provide any comparison of prices or 
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publiahinp, trends. "No down for obvious reasons. Now the Bulletin of 
tlNi Medical Library Aaaociation (3). The only acquisitions aid 
published in the BbtLA is the Selected List of Books and Journals for 
tbe teall Medical Library, compiled by Brandon and Hill. Published 
every two years, this is a core list of medical books and journals. It is 
only a list of recomnended titles. It does not include price indexes or 
support projections on trends in publishing and economics. Option 5 is a 
collection of publishers' catalogs. Th* catalogs are not compiled 
varies considerably, and not all publishers choose to be included. Only 2, 
the BowSwr Annual of Libraty and Book Trade <.nfoaation, includes a 
survey of subscription prices of American periodicals, divides the data 
into categories by subject, and compa^res subscripti^* -osts over a period 
of several years. It also provides information on ...w nuroer of books 
oublished in different subject areas and the average prir ^ per book 
compared o^^er a period of three years. 



5?WrH^ST5? (combining parts to mfike a new pattern or whole) 



Item Sample 

You are the librarian in a small ho'jpital. Your library has very limited 
space, so you must remove certain journal issues from the shelves in order 
to have space for shelving current issues. After a preliminary analysis, 
you have identified the following as candidates for removal to storage. 
All of the titles are used to sone extent, but the library committee has 
authorized you to select from this ^roup for storage. 



Tide 



Hoklinp 



B. Cwcwktion 197M7 

O. AUdicslWofUNiws mS-proeat 
E. Sckmrg 



hwhicli 


Yon 


ciiicb 


for 


iMicxcd 


Mfige 


IM,aNAHL 




IM 


<«1D 


OA 


1974-78 


(BOM) 


1975-79 


m 


(III) 



'Thich one of the Followinp, combinations would be nost appropriate to 
remove? 

1. A.'^.r 

2. A,?,n 

4. !?,n,«: 

5. O.n.'T 
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(W!MTOT: The task of synthesis most of te i finds expression in the 
production of a unique product or performance J a learned paper, a lecture, 
or a blueprint, for example. At o\:her times, it is a plan for action, such 
as a ^rant proposal. In this question, you are asked to link related 
concepts in reaching a conclusion (the answer is 4), the result of which is 
unique since the elements which are considered may change trom situation to 
situation. The item is an incomplete or partial assessment of the ability 
to synthesize information for a specific purpose. Of course, in the 
workplace, this activity would result in a report or recommendation. Here 
we have only a sample of the rdascming necessary for professional -level 
performance. 
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APPENDIX 71 



Perfomance Objectives on the General 
Examination in Health Sciences Librarianahip 



Health Care Environment 

1. Identify and describe legal* ethical* economic* and legislative 
issues that Impact the health care industry in the United 
States and Canada. 

2m Identify the major health care professionals* their educational 
requirements* their role in the delivery of health care* and 
their professional organisations, 

3« Describe credentialling* licensing* or accreditation of 
professionals* programs* or institutions. 

4. Describe the past and present role of the National Library of 
Medicine (NLM) in collecting* organizing* and disseminating 
health sciences information; in promoting interlibrary 
cooperation among health sciences libraries; and in current 
resec^rch grant support, 

5. Describe the purposes* programs* activities* and publications 
of the Medical Library Association, 



Public Services 

!• Identify basic information needs of health sciences 

professionals* and the health sciences information needs cf 
patients and other non-professionals, 

2m Distinguish between the types of health sciences information 
resources according to their uses* functions* formats* or 
characteristics , 

3. Select specific reference works or online sources of major 
importance in the health sciences for specific information 
needs or problems, 

4, Select appropriate services based on user information needd, 

5m Identify the characteristics of print and non--print sources 
derived from the MEDLARS system, 

6. Evaluate results of an infoA.ination search and select the most 
appropriate items for specific information needs. 

7, Apply basic concepts for searching MEDLINE* CATLINE* and 
SEIOiINE. 
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Technical Servicag 



I. Daacribe the purpose and the elements of a collection 
developaent policy. 

2« Apply selection criteria aa outlined in a collection 
davelopnent policy. 

3. Select appropriate online aud print sources for bibliographic 
verification. 

4. Select appropriate cataloging tools anA. both online and print 
sources of bibliographic infozaation for descriptive cataloging 
or classification infomation. 

5. Choose appropriate classification numbers from the NLM and LC 
classification schedules based on current cataloging practice. 

6. Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings bised on an 
understanding of MeSR vocabulary and the principles o£ 
application based on NLM*8 cataloging practices and policies. 
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APP^IX III 
ITEM MODELS FOR TKL GENERAL EXAMINATION 



HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT 



Objective 1 

Statement of Objective 

Identify and dc^scribe legal, ethical, economic and legislative 
iaaues uhich impact the health care industry in the U.S. and Canada 

General Description 

Every examinee should be alert to current and emerging conditions, 
trends and issues in patient care, research and education. The 
examinee is expected to maintain a basic knowledge and understanding 
of terms and concepts referred to in the popular press and journals 
commonly cons j1 ted by health sciences librarians. The examinee 
should be able to link terns with their definitions, area ^2 
specific impact on the health care environment, and source of 
information. 

Content Limitations 

Sources ; Will be limited to: 

Specific referen»;es cited (*) in self study MLA courses CE 118: The 
Environment of Health Care and Biomedical Information. 
J. Bradley. Hospital Library Management and Handbook of Medical 
Library Practice 

Key Elements : Will include common acronyms, nontechnical abbrevia- 
tion and areas of specific relevance to health care, research or 
education (e.g.. ethics, economics, law. government, education) 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a single acronym relevant tc current Issues 
impacting the health care industry 

2. The eraminee is asked: "With which of the following is 7 most 
(least) directly associated?" 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed, each 
consisting of an area of debate, study, or research in health 
care. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible to the uninformed 
examinee. 

3. No response will be the exact definition of the acronym nor be 
the full set phrase from which the acronym derives. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
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Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer pnly. 



Item Sample: 

With which of the following is DRG most directly associated? 

1. Clinical trials 

2. Artificial intelligence 

3. Patient education 

4. Disease-specific conspectus information 
3. Cost-containment 

Itea Fomat 2 

{Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents the question: '*!Jhich of the 
followinj> is most (least) often associated with ?" 

2. The question may be modified to include a noun to which the 
"following" refers (e.g., persons, terms, books, journals, 
agencies, etc.) 

3. Issues or topics queried are limited to those addressed in i^tl^A 
CS course CE 118 or regularly confronted by the regular reader 
of the popular press. 

Resoonse Attributes: 

1. Four or fivr alternative responses will he* given, each 
consisting of a short phrase, an acronym, title or name. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible: none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit? 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
Item Sample: 

^Ihich of the following is most often associated with support of 
"right to life?" 

1. American Bar Association 
?. B'nai B'rith 

3. American Civil Liberties Union 

4. American Medical Association 

5. Moral !fajority 

o3 
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Stimulus Accribuces: 

1. The stem presents a non-technical definition of a term followed 
by the question: ••For which of the following is this defini- 
tion most appropriate?" 

2. Definitions will be limited to topics introduced in CE 113 
or regularly encountered in the popular press by regular 
readers. 

Response Attributes: 

1. ^our or five alternate responses will be listed* each 
consisting of a word» acronym or phrase. 

2. All responses will be plausible; no response will he ob/iously 
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee, 

3. Distractors which are partially correct or for which the stem 
definition is incomplete will be accepted. 

A. Only one answer will be correct. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be ^iven for the correct answer only. 
Tten Sartple: 

"One "tsoect of decision-nakino; by patients* namely decisions 
that give pemission for diagnostic or treatment interven- 
tions." 

For which of the following is this definition most aopropri- 
ate? 

1. invasive procedures 

?. ethical dilemma 

1. medical paternalism 

^. fiduciary responsibility 

5. informed consent 
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HEALTH CASE ENVIROmSNT 




Objective 2 



Statement of Objective 

Identify the aajor health care professionals* their educational 
requirementf • their role in the delivery of health care» and their 
professional organizations. 



General Description 

Every ezaainee should be able to identify the major health care 
professionals, be familiar vith the educational requirements of each 
of these professionals, and identify the major professional 
organisations. 



Content Limitations 



Sources ; Vill be the MLA self study course CE 118: The Environment 
of Health Care and Biomedical Information. 



Key Elements ; Each question vill be a statement about a health 
professional and: their educational requirements or 

their role in the delivery of health care or 
their professioral orgauizations 



Iten Fozaat 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each item vill ask a question about the health care 
professionals and their educational requirements. 



2. Each item vill be in the folloving format: Which of the 

folloving is most (least) likely to be (followed by a statement 
concerning health professional education) 



Response Attributes: 



1. Four or five alternative responses vill be given consisting of 
either health professionals, educational programs or 
institutions. 

2. Responses may be types of educational institutions or types of 
health professionals. 




3. Distrac'cers for items phrasc^d least likely vill have only one 
distracter vhich vill not be correct according to the stem. 



4. Distracters for items phrased most likely vill have only one 
response vhich is correct. The rest vill be plausible to the 
uninformed examinee. 
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5. Only one correct ansver vill be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 



Itea Saaple: 

Which of the following is least likely to be found in an academic 
sedical center which has a School of Medicine? 

1. School of Hursing 

2. School of Dentistry 

3. School of Piibli: Health 

4. School of rhaxaacy 

5. School of Osteopathic Medicine 

Itea Saaple: 

Which of the following nursing professionals is aost likely to have 
the west advanced level of education? 

1. Liwensed Practical Nurse 

2. Nurses Aide 

3. Ward Secretary 

4. Registered Nurse 

ItM FOXMt 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each stew will present a statement concerning a health 
professional and their role in the delivery of health care. 

2. The stem will be in the following format: Which health 
professional is most (least) likely to (followed b>* a statement 
concerning role) 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given » each 
consisting of a type of health professional. 

2. Distracters will either be all correct but oae or all incorrect 
but one. 

3. Only one answer will be correct. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 
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It€B Saaple: 



Which nursing professional is most likely to function in the role of 
head nurse? 

1. Licensed Practical Nurse 

2. Nurses Aide 

3. Vard Secretary 

4. Registered Nurse 

I tea Saaple: 

In addition to physicians • vhich groups of health professionals are 
ahle to prescribe aedications? 

1. Nurse practitioners, dentists 

2. Osteopaths, phamacists 

3. Phamacists, nurse practitioners 

4. Dentists, osteopaths 

Iten Sample: 

Which of the following is least likely to he a suhspeciality of 
medicine? 



1. 


RcBatology 


2. 


Cardiology 


3. 


Internal aedicine 


4. 


Nephrology 


5. 


Otolaryngology 


It 3 





Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each item will contain a statement relating a health 
professional to a professional orc^anization. 

2. The items will be in the following format: Which of the 
following [is/is not] (followed by a statement concerning a 
category of health professionals and pvofdssional 
organizations) 



Response Attributes: 

le Pour or five alternative responses will be given which consist 
of health professional organizations. 

2. Names of professional organizations will either be all spelled 
out or listed by initials. 
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3. All rMponses will be plausible to the uninformed. 

4. Only one correct c^nsver will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Itea Saaple: 

Which of the following is the largest aedical professional 
organisation to which physicians belong? 

1. AAMC 

2. AHA 

3. ANA 

4. AAHSLD 

5. AHA 
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HEALTH CARE ENVIROWfENT 



Objective 3 

Stetement of Objective 

Describes credentlallng* licensing or accreditation of professionals* 
programs or Institutions. 



General Description 

Every ezaainee should be able to describe which health professionals 
are licensed, and/or credentlaled and should be able to Identify 
programs or Institutions vhlch are accredited. This should Include 
distinguishing the difference in meaning of each of these. The 
examinees should be able to describe key institutions or organiza- 
tions vhlch license* certify or accredit as well as the role 
continuing education plays in thi^ process. 



Content Limitations 



Sources ; Will be the MLA self study course CE 118: The Environment 
of Health Care and Biomedical Information. 



Key Elements ; Will incluue those professions which are licensed* 
certified and/or accredited; institutions or organizations which 
license* certify or accredit health professionals* institutions or 
programs: role of continuing education in licensure* certification or 
accreditation; difference in the meaning of licensure* certification* 
or accreditation. 

Item Format 1 



Stimulus Attributes; 



1. The stem will present a question about a health care profession 
which is licensed* certified or accredited. 

2. The question will be In the following format; Which of the 

following is (is not) (a licensed* certified* 

or accredited health practitioner or group of health 
practitioners ) ? 

Response Attributes; 

1. Four or five responses will be given. 

2. Incorrect responses will be those which are (are not) a 
licensed* certified or accredited health professional or group 
of health professionals. 

3. Only one correct Answer will be possible. 



ERLC 
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Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 



Item Sample: 

Which of the following is not a certified medical speciality? 

1. Surgery 

2. Pediatrics 

3. Radiology 

4. Internal Medicine 

5. Optometry 

em Votmat 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem paraphrases the definition or the purpose of licen- 
sure* certification or accreditation. 

2. The examinee is expected to recall from memory the correct 
answer. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Three responses will be given. 

2. Only one will be correct. 

3. The distractors will be incorrect by definition or purpose. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Item Sample: 

has been developed to protect the public 

health through the development and enforcement of standards for 
either individuals or institutions. 

1. Accreditation 

2. Certification 

3. Licensure 
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ItM Fozut 3 

Stimulus Attributes; 

1. The stem will make a statement about healtb professionals, 
institutions or programs which are licensed, certified or 
accredited. 

2. The format of the question is: Which institution or organiza- 
tion (accredits, certifies or licenses) 

(« health professional, group of lealth professionals, 

an institution or a program) 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be given. 

2. These may be in the form of names spelled out in full or 
initials but should be all the same in the response to a 
particular item. 

3. Only one answer will be correct. 

4. Distractors will be organizations or institutions which are 
plausible health related organizations or institutions. 

Cri«"erion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Iteit Sample: 

Which org«Lnization has developed quali/cy standards by which 
hospitals are accredited? 

1. American Medical Association 

2. American College of Health Administrators 

3. American Hospital Association 

4. American College of Surgeais 

Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals 

Item FozBSt 4 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Examinees are expected to understant^ the role of continuing 
education in licensure, certificatiofi or accreditation. 

2. The stem will present a statement about continuing education as 
it relates to licensure or certification. 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Pour or five sltemative reeponses \ ill be r:iven which list 
various health professionala. 

2. The distractors vill include three or four groups of health 
professionals vhich dc fulfill Jm requirement stated in the 
sten. 

3. One responses will be a group which does not meet the require* 
sent stated in the stem. 

4. Only one response will be correct. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not low r the total score. 

Item Sample: 

Continuing education is mandatory to maintain licensure for all 
but which of the foi:!oving? 

1. Physician 

2. Nurses 

3. Phatmacists 

4. Medical records practitioners 

5. Medical librarians 
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HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT 



Objective 4 

Statement of Objective 

Describe the past and present role of the National Library of 
Medicine (NLM) in collecting, organizing, and disseminating health 
sciences information; in promoting interlibrary cooperation among 
health sciences libraries; and in current research grant support. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to describe NLM*s authority and role 
for collecting, controlling and disseminafing the biomedical 
literature; in promoting interlibrary cooperation among health 
sciences libraries; and in current research grant support. 

Content Limitations 

Sources : Will be limited to: 

Estelle Brodman's The Development of Medical Bibliography . •Tlie 
National Library cf Medicine* in Handbook of Medical Library 
Practice. 3d ad (Use 4th ed whenever possible) 

Adams. S. Medical Bibliography in an Age of Discontinuity . MLA 1981 

Key Elements : Will Include major changes in NLM's role throughout its 
history; major aspects of the regional medical library program; NLM*s 
collection development policy; major legislation vhich defined NLM*s 
role and activities; HLM*s role in collecting, organizing, and 
disseminating the biomedical literature; and NLM's role in current 
research grant support. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a majcr role or activity of the National 
Library of Medicine 

2. Each question will require selecting the event or occurrence 
vhich brought about the role mentioned in the stem 

Response Attributes: 

!• Four or five alternative responses vrill be given. 

2. Each response will present an actual or possible event or 
occurrence vhich has or may have impacted on the role of the 
National Library of Medicine. 

3. The correct response will be the event or occurrence vhich 
resulted directly in the role or activity mentioned in the 
stem. 




4. An incorrect response may be an event or occurrence which 
relates to other roles or activities of the National Library of 
Medicine. 

5. An incorrect response uay be an event or occurrence which did 
not affect the National Library of Medicine. 

6. Only one response will be corirect. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Ites Sample: 

Tixe National Library of Medicine was established by law as a national 
information resource by which of the following: 

1. Medical Library Assistance Act, 1965 

2. Congressional appropriation to Surgeon General's Library, 
1872 

3. President's Commission of Heart Diseasi Cancer, and 
Stroke, 1952 

4. Hoover Commission Task Force on Federal Medical Services, 
1952 

5. National Library of Medicine Act, 1956 
Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributer: 

1. The stem presents a major event or occurrence wLi.ch affected 
the role and activities of the National Library of Medicine. 

2. Bach question will require selecting the role or activity which 
is/was the result of that event or occurrence. 

Response Attributca: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will present an actual or possible role for the 
National Library of Medicine. 

3. The correct response will be the one which most adequately or 
completely describes the role created by the event or 
occurrence mentioned in the stem. 

4. An incorrect response may be a role which is not the direct 
result of the event or occurrence mentioned in the stem. 

5. An incorrect response may be a partial role of the went or 
occurrence which is mentioned in the stem. 
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6. One incorrect response may be a role vhich has not been 
assigned to the National Library of Medicine. 



7. Only one answer will be correct. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Item Saaple: 

The 1965 Medical Library Assistance Act broadened the role of the 
National Library of Medicine. Which of the following best describes 
the new role this legislation provided for the NLM? 

1. Established by low the pri&acy of the National Library of 
Medicine as a national agency 

2. Establish a national interlibrary loan system to 
facilitate document delivery to I'3alth care professionals 

3« Organize local health sciences library consortia to 
promote sharing of information resources 

A. Plan and implement the alteration of the traditional role 
of the academic and hospital health sciences libraries 

5. Provide improved systems for health information delivery 
and comprehensive support to health science libraries 

Item ^format 3 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will addres«^ activities, programs or organization of 
the Regional Medical Library Program. 

2. The examinee will be asked which is the most (least) likely to 
be associated with the Regional Medical Library Program? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible to the 
uninformed. 

3. All responses will relate to library activities. 

A. One response will be an activity which is not a Regional 
Medical Library Program responsibility. 

5. Only one correct answer is possible. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 
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Item Sample: 

Which of the folloiring ig least likely to be associated with the 
Regional Medical Library Program? 

1« Interlibrary loan 

2. Coordination of online services 

3. Consortium development 
A. Collection development 

Item Vocmmt 4 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will relate to the authority and categories of 
assistance for grant support by the National Library of 
Medicine. 

2. The stem will be in the following fomat: Which of the 
following is (is not) (authority or category of assistance) of 
grant activity of the NLM? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Pour or five alternative responses will be given which relate 
to possible authority or categories of assistance. 

2. The distracters will be correct activities or authority for the 
NLM grant programs when the stem is expressed as "is not". 

3. The distracters will be plausible but not correct when the stem 
is expressed as "is". 

4. Only one answer will be correct. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Item Sample: 

Which of the following is not a category of ass-^* stance under the 
current grant support program of the NLM? 

1. Resource grants 

2. Training grants 

3. Publication of nonprofit works is medicine 

4. Regional Medical Library Programs 

5. Construction grants 
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Itm Vumat 5 

Stimulus Attributes: 



1. Items address aspects of the National Library of Medicine's 
collection development policy. 

2« The item may relate to levels of collection^ formats of 
materinls collected or language. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. The responses will be pertinent to the question jtated in the 
stem. 

3. The correct answer will require examinees to be familiar with 
general concepts of the NLM Collection Development Manual. 

4. Only one correct answer is possible. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 




Item Sample: 



In Che area of clinical medicine, the National Library of Medicine 
collects at the level of a 

1. Teaching collection 

2. Reference collection 

3. Research collection 

4. Comprehensive collection 

Item Format 6 

Stimulus Attributes: 

K The stem provides a statement about one or more publications 
produced by the National Library of Medicine, 

2. The stem is in the following format: Which of the following 
publications is luost (least) likely to be an NLM publication? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. The distracters for least likely will all be NLM publications 
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3. Th« distr«ct«rs for most likely will not be NLM publications 
bot vill sound plausible. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Itea SsBple: 

Which is the following listing of serials is least likely to be an 
NLM publication? 

1. Index of NLM Serial Titles 

2. Health sciences Serials 

3. List of Journals Indexed in Index Medicus 

4. List of Serials Indexed for Online Users 

5. World List of Scientific Periodicals, published in the 
years 1900-1950 
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HEALTH CARE ENVIRONMENT 



Objective 5 . 

Stateaent of Objective 

Describe the purposes, programs, activities, and publications of the 
Medical Library Association. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to describe the purposes, programs, 
activities, and publications of the professional association for 
health sciences librarians. 

Content Limitations 

Sources ; Will be limited to: 

front matter from the Directory of the Medical Library Association 

titles on the "MLA Publication Order Form.** 

brochures on the following: membership, certification, and 

recertification 

Handboo k of Medical Library Practice . 3d ed. Ch. 13. 
""Professional Associations** 

Key Elements : Hill be purpos^i^s. programs, activities or publications 
of the Medical Library Association 

Item FooMt 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each question will require that the examinee recognize the 
MLA*s purposes, program^, activities or publications. 

2. The stem will have the following form: ••Which of the following 

is not a (fill in purpose, program, activity or 

publication) of the Medical Library Association?^^ 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, consisting of 
a phrase, a sentence, or a title. 

2. Only one answer will be completely correct. 

3. The distracters will all be purposes, programs, or published 
titles of the Medical Library Association. 

4. The correct answer will not be a purpose, prograa. activity or 
publication of the Medical Library Association, but will sound 
plausible. 
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Criterion for Credit: 



Credit will be given for the correct ansver only. Incorrect 
ancvers vill not lover the total score. 

I tea Saaple: 

Which of the f olloiring is not a program of the Medical Library 
Association? 

1. Certification of health sciences librarians. 

2. Provision of continuing education courses for health 
sciences librarians. 

3. Approval of workshops in health sciences librarianship for 
continuing education credit. 

4. Accreditation of graduate health sciences librarianship 
program. 

ItSH Fonut 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each question will require that the examinee be familiar with 
the major ccmponents of the major MLA publications: the MLA 
Nevs» the Bulletin of the Medical Library Association, tbo 
annual report, and the three volumes of the Handbook of Medical 
Library Practice. 

2. The stem will have the following form: "Which MLA publication 

is most likely to contain the following (fill 

in a component such as Brief Communications* Job Opportunities* 
etc.) 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given consisting of 
an MLA publications. 

2. Only one answer will be correct. 

3. The distracters will be MLA publications which do not contain 
the particular component. 

4. The correct answer will be the name of the MLA publication in 
which this particular component will be found. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 



50 

50 



Item Sanple: 

*^rief Communications'* can be found as part of which MLA publication? 

1. MLA News 

2. MLA Annual Report 

3. Vol we III of the Handbook of Medical Library Practice 

4. The Bulletin of the Medical Library Association 

Itm Voxmmt 3 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. E&ch question will require that the examinee recognize the 
various MLA Coomittees and their relationship to overall MLA 
programs. 

2. The stem will have the following format: The 

Committee is associated with which of the following MLA 
programs? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternatives will be given, consisting of various 
MLA programs. 

2. Only one answer will be correct. 

3. The distracters will be names of other Medical Library 
Association progrsms. 

A. The correct answer will be the name of the Medical Library 
Association program. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. Incorrect 
answers will not lower the total score. 

Item Sample: 

The Certification Ccssittee is associated with which of the following 
Medical Library Association programs? 

1. Continuing Education 

2. Editorial Panel for Certification and Registration 
Examination 

3. ilmards 

4. Professional Development 
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION 



Objective 1 

Statenent of Objective 

Identify basic information needs of health sciences professionals » 
and the health sciences information needs of patients and other non- 
professionals. 

General Description 

Each examinee is expected to knov and understand the types of 
information needs of plqrsicians* dentists, pharmacists, nurses, 
allied healtu personnel, and other health professionals; students of 
these disciplines; patients and other non-professionals • 

Content Limitations 

Sourct.s ; 

!• Hospital Library Management 

2. Handbook of Medical Library Practice 

3. Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences 
Key Elements ; 

!• type of personnel, including whether practicing or student or 

patient/non-professional 
2. typical information needs or requests 

Criterion for Credit: 



Itmm Foxmmt 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

!• The stem will present a particular information situation, 
problem or need folloved by the question: "Which of the 
folloving user groups would host/least] likely use this 
information?* 

2. Each question will require an interpretation or generalization 
of typical information needs encountered by categories of 
health sciences personnel or of health information needs of 
patients and non--professionals. 

Response Attributes: 

!• Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will be a user group likely to use a health 
sciences library. 

3. If possible, one incorrect response should be totally 



Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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A. Two to three incorrect responses should be categories of 

personnel which might on occasion use or need the information 
mentioned in the stem* 

5. The correct response must represent the user p,roup 

[most/leasti likely to t^se or need the information under the 
conditions mentioned in the stem* 

Item Sample: 

You have received a request for information concerning the care of an 
elderly petient with pneumonia. ^/Thich of the follotjing user groups 
would most likely use the information? 

1. X-ray technologists 

2. Ward secretaries 

3. Volunteers 

4. Nurses 

Correct answer: 4 

Source : Hospital Library ManaRement » p. 107 
ea Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes; 

1. The stem will describe a category of health sciences 
information users. Sufficient information must be given in the 
stem to describe the context, setting, or purpose for which 
this %TOup needs information. For example, nurses work in a 
variety of settings and the stem must present sufficient 
information so that adequate selection of responses can be 
made. Also, if student populations are described, there should 
be some description of the educational program or tasks for 
which the information is required. 

2. After giving the context or setting for the type of personnel, 
the stem will conclude with the question: "Which of the 
following is the [most/least] likely type of information 
needed by this group?" 

3. T^ach question will require an interpretation or generalization 
of typical information needs encruntered by that category of 
users in the context of the situation presented in the stem. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Fach response will represent a possible information need or 
type of information. 

3. One response should involve a very common information need for 
the personnel in the context given in the stem. 



T»o to three incorrect responses should Involve frequent to 
occasional information needs of the personnel in the context 
described in the stem. 



5. One response should represent the least common information need 
based on the information available in the stem. 

Item Sample; 

You are planning a user education program for nurse anesthesia 
students. You want this program to help these students write case 
reports about their use of anesthetic drugs in the operating room as 
well as how these dru?»s affect the patient. !^ich of the followinp, 
is the leflst likely to be needed by these students? 

1. Pharmacol of>ical action 

2. Non-proprietary names 

3. T)ru5? interactions 

4. Adverse effects 

5. ^rug clinical trials, phase I 

Correct answer; 5 

f^ource ; Introduction to Reference Sou^-ces in the Hea lth Sciences . 
"Dru<^ Information Sources" chapter ~ 
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION 

Objective 2 

Statement of Objective 

Distinguish between the types of health sciences information 
ri>80urce8 according to their uses, functions, formats, or 
characteristics. 

General Description 



Every examinee is expected to understand the general types of 
information resourcer; in the healtn sciences, recognize their role in 
th« transmission of health sciences information, and identify the 
purposes for which they are osed. Types of information resources 
included are: -uonographs, journal articles, dictionaries, 
abstracting tr^d nde'xlng servic^^s, directories, patents, 
dissertations, etc. 



Content Limitations 



Sources : 

!• Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences 

2. Hos pital Library Management 

3 . Handbook of Medi cal Librry Practice 

Key Ele f J its: 

1. ir.ormation needs or use 

2« ty]>e8 of Information resources 

3. uFes, functions, formats, or characteristics of types of 
information resources 



Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be giv for the correct answer only. 

Ites Format 1 



Stimulus Attributes: 



!• An information need or request will be presented in the stem. 
This will be followed by the question, «*Which type of 
informati »n resource i£ [most/least] likely to ancwer this 
question?" 

2. Each question will require selection of the [most/least] 

appropriate type of information resource based on knowledge of 
the uses, functions, formats, or characteristics of health 
sciences information resources. 




Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will represent a type of information resource. 

3. Responses will not be specific, named sources such as Index 
Madicus , but rather a type of information resource such as 
''abstracting and indexing services"^ 

4. Incorrect responses [will not/will] in general not provide the 
needed information or will not provide the needed information 
in an efficient manner. 

5. The correct response will be the type information resource 
[most/least] likely to satisfy the information need presented 
in the stem. 

Item Sample: 

A medical student wants to find the original reference in which 
Marek's disease was described. Which type of information resource is 
most likely to answer this question? 

1. Medical dictionaries 

2. Abstracting and indexing services 

3. Online search services 

4. History of medicine sources 

5. Syndrome dictionaries 

Correct answer: 5 

Source: Roper & Boorkman. p. 125 

I Focmat 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. A type of information resource will be presented in the stem. 
Some descriptive information :*bout the type of inforaaiion 
resource at least so that «-\e examinee understands exactly what 
is called for. This will be followed by the statement. "What 
is the [most/lea st likely type of in formation to be included in 
[this type of resource]?" 

2. Each question will require selection of the [most/least] likely 
type of inforuation which will be included in that type of 
information resource. 

Responses Attributes: 

1. Four to five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will represent a type of information or 
characteristic of information resources. 

r.e 
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3. Incorrect rtsponses will represent typee of information or 
characteristics which [are not/are] present in the type of 
inforsation resource represented. 

4. The correct response wiU represent the type of information or 
characteristic which is [most/least] likely to be included in 
the type of information resource mentioned in the stem. 

Item Sample: 

An audiovisual catalog is least likely to include the following type 
of information. 

1. intended audience 

2. procurement method 

3 . format 

4. duration 

5. archival materials 

Correct answer: 5 

Source: introductio n to Reference Sources i n tue Health Sciences , p. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION 




Objective 3 



Statement of Objective 

Select specific reference works or online sources of major importance 
in the health sciences for specific information needs or problems. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be expected to select or recommend essential 
reference sources appropriate to solving common types of reference 
questions based on knosledge of scope, coverage, type of information 
included, arrangement, or access points of these tools. 



Content Limitations 



Sources: 

1. Introductio n to Refei^ce Sources in the Health Sciences 

2. Hospital Library Management 

3. Handbook of Medical Library Practice. v,2. 

Key Elements : 

1. specific information need or problem 

2. specific reference works or online resources 

3. scope, coverage, content, arrangement, access points 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Iteai FozMt 1 



Stimulus Attributes: 



1. The stem presents the information problem or need, followed by 
the question: "Which of the following sources is 
[most/least] likely to answer this question?" or "Which of the 
following is [most/least] [efficient/quick]?" 

2. Each question will require selection of specific, high-tise 
reference sources, based on knowledge of their scope, coverage, 
content, arrangement, and access points. 



Response Attributes: 



1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response vill consist of the complete title of a work or 
the author's last name and the complete title of the work, 
depending on how it is best known. All of the alternatives 
will be titles from sources listed under content limitations. 




3. Only one correct answer will be possible. The other 
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alternatives nay aeet part of the stimulus, but not all of it. 

4. An incorrect response may have a title -^hich suggests that it 
is the correct ansver vithout in fact being the correct ansvr>r. 

5. An incorrect response may include related infomationp br*- not 
meet the condition ([most/least]) required in the stem. 

Item Sample: 

A resident vants to review the board certification requirements in 
family pracvice. Which of the following is most likely to answer 
this question? 

!• AAMC Directory of American Medical Education 

2. AHA Guide to the Health Care Field 

3. Han-^book for Foreian Medical Graduates 

*• Physician Distribution and Medical Licensure in the U.S. 
5. Directory of Medical Specialists 

Correct answer: 5 

Source: Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences p. 
216 ^ 

Item Fonmt 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a part ic alar type of [access point/ 
characteristic /type of information] which might be found in an 
information resource followed by the question: "Which of the 
following sources [includes/does not include] [access point or 
type of information]?** or "Which of the following sources 
[cover/does not cover] [content statement]?** 

2. Bach question will require selection of specific, high-use 
reference sources. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will consist of the complete title of a work or 
the author *s last name and the complete title of the work, 
depending on how it is best known. All of the alternatives 
will be titles from sources listed under content limitations. 

3. Only one correct answer will be possible. 

4. An incorrect response may have a title whose wording suggests 
it as a possibility. 

5. An incorrect response may include related information or access 
points. 
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Itta Sample: 

Which of the follcirlng includes a listing of meetings? 

1. Index to S cie ntific an d Tec hnical Proceedini^s 

2. Directory of Published' Proceedings 

3. Conference Papers Index 

4. Scientific Meetings 

Correct answer: 4 

Source: Roper & Boorkaan* p. 96 

£tm Fotut 3 

Stiaulus Attributes: 

1. The iten consists of the question: "Which of the following 
[is/is not] included in [name of high use reference title] ?" 

2. Each question will require the selection of an appropriate 
response which applies to the reference work mentioned in the 
stem. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Bach response will consist of a brief phrase or description 
which might relate to the reference work mentioned in the stem. 

3. Bach response might relate to scopSp coverage* content • 
arrangement* or access point. 

4. An incorrect response will not precisely meet the condition 
required in the stem. 

Item Sample: 

Which of the following i s not included in the American Hospital 
A^socation Guide to thV Health Care Field ? 

1. hospital address 

2. payroll expenses 

3. occupancy rate 

4. governance structure 

5. MEDICARE participation 

Correct answer: 5 

Source: Introduction to R eferen ce Sources in the H ealth S ciences, p. 

226 ~ ^ 
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION 

Ohjective 4 

Statement of Objective 

Select aporopriate services based on user information needs* 

General Description 

Uach examinee should be able to: 1) select appropriate information 
services based on anticipated or actual information needs of users, 
or 2) develop appropriate service objectives and goals* 

Content Limitations 

Sources ! 

!• Handbook of Medical Library Practice 
2* Hospital Library Manaf>eraent 

3« In*:roduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences 

Key Elements ; 

1* user population 

2« information needs, purposes, or requests 

3. service possibilities or service goals and objectives 

Criterion for Credit* 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Fotaat 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

!• The '^tm presents a description of the user group(s) involved 
with sufficient description of the setting and information 
needs to provide context for the question. This description 
will be followed by the question: "T7hich of the following 
[services/programs/activities/goals/objectives] will be 
Tmost/least] suitable?" 

2. Each examinee will be required ta select the option 

fmost/least] suitable for the group's information needs. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four to five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will represent a service, program, activity, 
goal, or objective which might be provided or appropriate for 
the user group. 

3. The correct response will be that which will [most/least] 
likely meet the needs described in the stem. 
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4. An incorrect response nip,ht partially meet the needs described 
in the stem. 

.Saaple Item: 

Yowr medical school is planning to increase computer literacy among 
medical students. The Dean has approached you to determine how 
library services might fit into this plan. Which of the following 
services will be least suitable? 

1. Offering instruction in the use of the library's online 
catalog 

2. Teaching library tisers to search »1EDL1:n^ 

3. Subscribing to computer magazines for informational 
reading 

4. Acquiring microcomputer software f : self-study in medical 
school courses 

5. Offering a mediated ^f5DLINE search service 

Correct answer: 5 

Source: Handbook of Medical Library Practice, vol, 1 
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PUBLIC SBR7ICBS SBCTZON 



Obja tive 5 

Statenent of Objective 

Identify the charactsristics of print and non-print sources derived 
froa tlie MEDLARS ays ten. 

General Description 

The ezasinee mat be able to diatinguiah betveen the use. content, 
acope* coverage, and acceaa points of print and non-print infoxnation 
aourcea derived froa the National Library of Medicine* a MEDLARS 
ayatea. 

Content Liaitationa 

Sonrcea ; 

1. National Library of Medicine Online Services Reference Manual 

2. MEDLINE; A Baaic Guide to Searching by Suaan Feingloa 

3. Introduction to Reference Sourcea in the Health Sciences 

4. Front aatter of Index Medicna and MeSH 

Key Eleaenta ; 

1. MEDLARS databaaee and/or print aourcea 

2. Coaponenta. parte, or characteriatica of aaae 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct ansvrer only. 

Ttea Voxaat 1 

Stiaulua Attributea: 

1. Bach itea will conaiat of the queation: "Which of the 
following [ia/ia not] included in [the MEDLARS database or 
print source]?* or *n)hich of the following is [true/false] 
about [the MEDLARS databaae or print aource]?* 

2. Bach queation will require the ezaainee to identify the 
coaponent which [ia/ia not] part of the MEDLARS print source or 
databaae baaed on knowledge of the uae» content., scope, 
coverage, or acceaa point a of the print aource or database. 

Response Attributea: 

1. Four or five alternative responsriS will be given. 

2m Each reaponse will be a poaaible or actual characteristic or 
coaponent of a MEDLARS print aource or databaae. 

3. Coaponenta aay be a title, date of coverage, language, scope, 
part of the unit record, aultiple printed sections which equal 
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thm whole (i.e.. Index Mcdicug ccmtainB List of Journals 
Indexed , Bibliography of Medical Revicwg . Medical Subject 
Headinite , Naiie Index , and Subject Index ), etc. 

4. Four out of the five alternatives EBust/muat not] be ccmiponenta 
of the specified printed source or database. 

5. The correct response [will/will not] be a component of the 
specified printed source or database. 

6. An incorrect response as/ he included in the MBDLARS system but 
[not in/in] the print source or database given in the stem. 

Item Ssmple: 

Which of the following is not included in the CATLINB database? 

1. Serials 

2. Monographs 

3. Monographic serials 

4. Woifcs published after 1801 

5. Americana 

Correct answer: 5 

Answer found in the Online Services Reference Manual, p. 191 
Item Foxmmt 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Bach item will begin with the statement "MeSH Annotated 
Alphabetic List contains the following entry:** followed by a 
complete entry from Medical Subject Headings , including scope 
notes, cross reference structure, dates and other annotations. 
The MeSH entry will be followed the question: **Based on 
this entry, which of the following statements [is/is not] 
true?** 

2. The examinee must interpret the notes for the entry and select 
the best response based on the examinee's understanding of the 
annotations in MeSR. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four to five responses will be given. 

2. All responses will relate to the Medical Subject Heading given 
in the example. 

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate 
interpretation of content notes, searching notes, dates, cross 
reference structure, etc. 

4. Only one of the responses will be correct. 
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ItM Snplt: 

You are searching the printed Index Medicus for references on the topic of 
temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1 966 to the present You note the 
following entries in MeSH Annotated Alphabetic Ust: 

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES 

MM M M9i>l OK IMI M 
tt 

TEMPOROMANDDULAR JOH^ SYNDROME 
euBum.ni GumfOMoi 

mm m m tl^Vs^naw tHDmcmB 
7h m§ CUtllNS SVKOMMC tMMZ 

m TPif WOM/tf'OgtBJUl lOOtrSiri iB tO Ml » mmk COiTPn 
<YW DMM» km mm m a 
X OOCWCS fVltPIIOMB 

Based on these entries, which one of the following statements is correcf for 
searching the printed Index Medicus? 

1. COSTEIfS SYNDROME is a -see'' reference to TEMPOROMANDIB- 
ULAR JOI YT DISEASES 
Z COSTEN^ SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972 
a TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back 
through 1966 

4. The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable 

5. The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable 

ItcB Model — Additional Ezuples 
!• Access points 
Itea Forut 3 

Stiaulus Attributes: 

1. Bach iteB vill begin vith the statement "MeSH Annotated 
Alphabetic List contains the following entry/entries:" followed 
by a coBplete entxy or entries from Medical Subject Headings, 
including scope notes* cross reference stmctttre» dates and 
other annotations. The MeSH entry /entries will be followed by 
the question: **Based on this entry /these entries, which one of 
the following statements [is /is not] a valid access point?" 

2. The examinee must interpret the information in the entry and 
select the best response based on the exsminee's understanding 
of the annotations in MeSH. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Pour or five responses will be given. 

2. All responses will be related to the entries in the example (s). 



Co 



3. A response «ay be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpreta- 
tion of content notes, searching notes* dates* cross reference 
structures » etc. 

A. Only one of the responses vill be correct. 
I tea Sample: 

MeSH ANNOTATED ALPHABETIC LIST contains the folloviTig entry: 
miPOROMANDIBULAB JOINT SYNDROME 

€l . MMW .m GUMflQlMS 
CUiMILW 

■Mi M 7HI SVNDMME 

11^ cosnirs iniMM 



Based on this mtzy which one of the following statements is a valid 
access point? 

1. OOSTBN'S STNDROMB 

2. TMJ STNDRniB 

3. MTOFASaAL FAIN STNDR'^ME 

4. TBMPOnnMNDZBULAR JOINx SYNDROME 
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PUBLIC SERVICES SECTION 



Objective 6 

Statement of Obiective 



Evaluate results of an inforaation search and select the nost 
appropriate item for specific information needs. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to select MEDLITIE or Index Medicus 
records or citations which are appropriate to a specific information 
need, making appropriate selection decisions based on knowledge of 
these sources and the materials to which they provide access. Each 
examinee must be able to discriminate between retrieved items with 
rej^ard to content* publication type, audience, language, etc. 

Content Limitations 



Sources: 

1. NLM Online Services Reference Manual 

2. Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences 

3. Front material of Index Medicus 

Key Elements : 

1. Citations resulting from search of Index Medicus or MEDLINE 

2. Information request upon which to ba^e selection 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Fotnat 1 



Stimulus Attributes: 



1. The stem must include the type of information sought or the 
problem or need. The stem must also identify the source of the 
citations, whether JIEDLINE or Index Medicus . The stem follows 
with the question "Which do you select [first/last]?" or "Which 
citations will be the [most/least] helpful?" 

2. Each question will require selecting the [most/least] 
appropriate items retrieved based on the information need 
presented in the stem and on knowledge of MEDLINE or Index 
Medicus. 



Response Attributes: 



1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will consist of ^fEDLIME records or Index Medicus 
citations which mif^ht have been retrieved from a real or 
simulated search. 
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One response will [best/least] answer the request or informatin 
need, 

A response may be incorrect because of inappropriate content* 
form, type of publication, language, audience, human versus 
animal etc. in response to the information need given in the 
stem. 

A response may be incorrect because it [uceets/does not meet] 
part of c'le information need but does not satisfy all elements 
of the request. 

All responses should be somewhat plausible takinr into account 
slight inconsistencies of indexing in addition to the fact that 
the examinee will have no knowledge of the subject headings 
used in searching or Index Medicus to retrieve the 

citations in the item. 

Item Sample: 

You are the clinical librarian in your hospital working with an 
obstetrics and gynecology team. The team needs data on dosage levels 
and adverse effects of calclon, a drug recently approved for use in 
female infertility. You have run a JtEDLIN^ search and have retrieved 
the follotiring citations. The team needs the information quickly. 
T'Hiich article do you select first ? 

1. TI - CALOLON: A rmi DRUG FOR INFERTILITY [K^JS] . 
SO - Af? J '^BSTKT GYWT?COL 1983 SEP 1:143(1) :58 
TI - DOS^ AND AGT^ nKPH>n)T2NT EFFECTS 0^ CALCLON ON THE 
' -;lTCTrOM OF OVULATION IN FETfALE RATS. 
") - TERTIL STERIL 1983 JTTL;38(1) :13-8 

- fCLINICAL USE ANH EVALUATION OF CALCLON IN THE 
AfiAGETIKNT OF INFERTILITY]. 
SO - J GYNECOL OBSTET BIOl, REPROD (PARIS) 1983 ; 11(3) :337- 
42 

4. TI - ^TE»-^ nPJJGS FOR TREATING FRTfALE INFERTILITY. 
SO - JOGN !1URS 1983 MAR-APR; 11 (2) : 132-7 

5. TI - USE 0? CALCLON IN T^E TREAT»^TT OF INFERTILITY: 
RESTILTS OF CLP^ICAL TRIALS. 

SO - JAIfA 19J^3 MAY R ; 246 (Ifi) : 1801-6 

Correct ansr^ »r: 5 

Source: Online Services Reference Manual 



3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
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PUBLIC SERVXCES SECTION 

Objective 7 

Statement of Objective 

Apply ba^ic concept for searching MEDLINE. 
General Description 

The examinee must demonstrate skill in developing search strategies 
for MEDLINE. This skill requires knowledge of unit record structure, 
controlled versus t;atural language vocabularies. Boolean logic, and 
use of subject her.dinga and subheadings. The examit».;e must 
understand techniques for narrowing or broadening a search. 

Content Limitations 



Sources : 



!• National Library of Medicine O nl ine Seivices Reference Manual 

2. MEDLINE! A Basic Guide to Se-^ r ching by Susan Feinglos 

3. Medical Subject Headings — Annotated Alphabetic List 

4. Medical Subject Headings — Tree Structure List 

5. Permuted Medical Subject Headings 

6. CE courses and syllabi 

Key Elements ! 

1. Information request 

2. Boolean logic; Medical Subject Headings and subheadings; unit 
record s true tune; controlled versus natural language 
vocabularies 



Criterion for Credit! 

Credit wix'' be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Format 1 



Stirulus Attributes! 



1. Each item will describe a«^ information need or request which 
may be satisfied through i. MEDLINE search. The item will 
conclude with the question! "Which of the following approaches 
is the most logical and will retrieve the greatest number of 
relevant articles?" 



2. Each question will require the selection of the appropriate 
response ba&ed upon knowledge of Boolean logic and/or use of 
Medical Subject Headings. 




Response Attributes: 



!• Foul to five responses will be given* 

2. Each response will consist of subject headings combined with 
Boolean operators. All responses will be nlausible given the 
information request presented in the stem. 

3. All responses will use actual Me3H headings. 

A. An incorrect response will show a lack of s3arch logic when it 
incorrectly uses Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT operators). 

5. An incorrect response will show an inappropriate level of 
comprehensiveness when the resultant statement is too narrow in 
its results, that is, when the strategy would provide too few 
retrieved items. 

6. For any item, there must be at least one incorrect response 
which is faulty in Boolean logic and two which are too narrow. 

7. Incorrect responses will be incorrect for the above reasons, 
not because they are specific commands used with a particular 
vendor. 

8. Responses will be ••generic'*, that it, they will not require 
knowledge of specific search software used by one vendor versus 
another. 

Item Sample: 

The Emergency Medicine Department Chairman is writing a bode chapter 
and wants to retrieve some articles in which patients have been 
presented with gunshot wotvnds of the chest. Which search strategy is 
the most logical and will retrieve the greatest number of articles on 
the topic? 

1. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and PATIENTS and REVIEW 

2. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and REVIEW 

3. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT or CHEST INJURIES not REVIEW 

4. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES 

Correct answer: 4 — the first two responses are too specific and 
the third is illogical. 

Source: Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences 
I Foimat 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each item will describe an information need or request which 
may ha satisfied through a MEDLINE search. The item will 
conclude with the question: •Wiirh search strategy is the most 
logical an. W7ll limit retrieval to a few major citations?" 
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2. Each question will requite the selection of the appropriate 
response based upon knowledge of Boolean logic and/or use cf 
Medical Subject Headings. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be given. 

2. Each response will consist of subject headings combined with 
Boolean operators. All responses will be plausible given the 
infotmation request presented in the stem. 

3. All responses will use actual MeSH headings. 

4. An incoirect response will show a lack of search logic when it 
incorrectly uses BoolAan logic (AND, OR, NOT operators). 

5. An incorrect response will show an inappropriate level of 
comprehensiveness when the resultant statement is too broad in 
its results, that is, when the strategy would provide too many 
retrieved items. 

6. For any item, there must be at least one incorrect response 
which is faulty in Boolean logic and two which are too broad. 

7. Incorrect responses will be incorrect for the above reasons, 
not because they are specific commands used with a particular 
verJor. 

8. Responses will be "generic", that is, they will not require 
knowledge of specific search software used by one vendor versus 
another. 

Item Sample: 

An Emergency Medicine resident needs a few citacions about patients 
with gunshot wounds to the chest for a case presentation. Which 
search strategy is the most logical anJ will limit retrieval to a few 
m-;jor citations? 

1. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST IN JRIES and ENGLISH 

2. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and HUMAN 

3. WOUNDS, GUNSHOT or CHEST INJURIES (and) not ANIMAL 

4. WOU>n)S, GUNSHOT and CHEST INJURIES and REVIEW 

Correct answer: 4 (the first two are logical but ^oo broad, the 
third is illogical) 

Source : Introduction to Reference Sources in the Health Sciences 
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Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each item will bestir* with the statement «^eSH Annotated 
Alphabetic List contains the following entry:" followed by a 
complete entry from Medical Subject Headings , including scope 
notes, cross reference structure, dates and other annotations. 
The MeSH entry will be followed by the question: *9ased on 
this entry, which of the following statements [is/is not] 
true?" 

2. The exsminee must interpret the notes for the entry and select 
the best response based on the examinee's understanding of the 
annotations in MeSH. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be given. 

2. All responses will relate to the Medical Subject Heading given 
in the example as applied to MEDLINE searching. 

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate 
interpretation of content notes, searching notes, dates, cross 
reference structure, etc. 

A. Only one of the responses will be correct. 

Item Sample: 



The 1982 MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List provider the foUowii^ infonnadon for 
Nerve Gnnpresr on Syndromes: 

NUVE OOMPUSnON SYNDROMES 

Hi «M ipHilb MM OM) 

n(rxk Nsavi oonnuBaoH ifio>Ti nhm} 

■f Wj Kyi OOM WIlttWN SYIIDSOMSS m mmk NIRVa 
COMPtlMON IflD-n im ym} 
X JDmUMDaNlimOPATMV 
Xft OOMPAftTMnfr SVNMOMIS 



Based on die information given abovCt which one of the following sutements is 
incorrect? 

1. More specific terms related to NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES are 
listed in MeSH Tree Structures 

2. NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES became a miqor descriptor in 1972 

3. NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES can be coordinated with the specific 
nerve<s) mvohred 

4. There is a "sec" reference from ENTRAPMENT NEUROPATHS to NERVE 
COMPRESSION SYNDROMES 

5. When searchiiy MEDLINE back to 1970, NERVE COMPRESSION SYNDROMES 
can be used even diuu|^ the term in 1970 was NERVE COMPRESSION 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES 




Objective 1 



Statement Objective 

Describe the purpose and the elements of a collection development 
policy. 

General Description 

Every examinee should understand the purpose of a collection 
development policy and identify its essential elements, such as 
definitions of terms* description of user population* scope and 
coverage by subject* guidelines regarding format and type of 
material* date of publication* language* multiple copies* 
replacements* retention and withdrawals. 

Content Limitations 

Sources ; ffill be limited to the following: 

1. Handbook of Medical Library Practice * v. 2* 1983* Ch. 2. 

2. J. Bradley* Hospital Library Managemen t* 1983* Ch. 3. 

3. Course Guide for CB 112: Collection Development and Use. 



Key Elements : Must include elements commonly found in collection 
development policies* such as definitions of ^erms* description of 
user populat? n* scope and coverage by subject* guidelines regarding 
format and type of material* date of publication* language* multiple 
copies* replacements* retention and withdrawals. 



Itc 



Stimulus Attributes: 



1. The stem presents the question: **miich of the following 
elements would not be found in a collection development 
policy?" 

2. Each item will require identification of the elements of a 
collection development policy. 



Response Attributes: 



1. Four or five alternative responses will be given* each 
consisting of elements found in collection development 
policies. 

2. Only one correct answer will be possible. 

3. The correct answer will be an elemt . not found in collection 
development policies. 



• 
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Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item f^ample; 



TJhich 5f the following elements would not be found in a collection 
development policy? 

1, Criteria for determining whether or not to purchase 
duplicate texts 

2, Description of the user population served by the library 

3, A list of selection aids used by the library 

4, A statement on the curr^^ncy of the collection 

5, Criteria for evaluating vendors used for making purchases 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospit al Library Management , p, 32-33. 



O 78 



ERLC 



TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 2 

Statement of Objective 

Apply selection criteria as outlined in a collection development 
policy. 

General Description 

Every ezaainee should have the ability to interpret the selection 
criteria so that decisions about selecting or not selecting an item 
can be justified and/or explained. The examinee is expected to apply 
the selection criteria for monographs and journals as specified in 
the collection development policy. The examinee should be able to 
make title-specific decisions based on the more general criteria. 

Content Limitations 

Sources : Will be limited to the folloving: 

1. J. Bradley, Hospital Library Management . 1983 » Ch. 3 

2. Handbook of Medical Library Practi ce, v. 2, 1983, Ch. 2-3 

3. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development and Use. 

Key Elements: Will include which monographs and journals to select 
according to subje level, audience level, language* price, 
publisher, year, scope, demand, availability elsewhere, ic^exing 
policy, and format as outlined in the criteria; how different types of 
libraries, such as, hospital, academic, or special, apply the same 
criteria in 
different ways. 

Item Poxmmt 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1« The stem presents one or more criteria of a collection 
development policy. 

2« The stem presents the setting in which rhe criteria are applied. 

3« The stem will be followed by one of the following questions: 

a) "Applying the criteria listed «.bove, which of the following 
titles would you choose first for your collection?" 

b) "Applying the criteria listed above, which of the following 
titles would be your last choice for selection?" 

c) "Which new journal title would you be most likely to 

add?" 

d) "Which title would you be most likely to weed?" 

e) "Which journal subscription would you be ^ost likely to 

cancel?" 
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^.esnonse Attributes: 



1. ^our or five alternative responses will be listed, each 
consisting of one bibliograohically complete titlp. 

2. Further infomation, such as MeSH subj*»ct headings and 
clarification nunbers may be included with e^^ch response. 

3. Only one correct response will best fit the criteria without 
violating any of the criteria. 

4. The distracters will contain sone elenents that will violate one 
or more of the criteria. The distracters may violate the 
subioct level, the audience level, or any of the followinr, 
restrictions: lanffuat<e. price, oublisher, year, scope, 
availability elsewhere, inderinj^ oolicy and fom.-it. 

5. The distracters will contain one or more of the elements of the 
criteria sc that thev are not completely irrational. 

Hriirerion for Credit: 

Credit will be sriven for the correct answer onX^. 

Itm f?anole: 



^ou are a librarian in ^ lar<?«, research hosoital. Your collection 
oolicy states i:i part: "The Medical Library collects current 
nonownhs in oncology at the comprehensive level... Foreign lf«noua<>e 
itef^s are rarelv added to the collection." Vqu are curr*^ tly looI:in< 
at items in the ^^arion?.! Library of >!edicine*g Current <.>^talof» Proof 
'^^^'^f'^ ^^'^^ '^^^1 of U5*e to the Cancer Research 'Jnit in your 
institution. Apnlvinni tbe criteria lii,:ed sbcve, which of the 
^ollmin^K titles vo'ild ycti choose first ^or yocr collection? 




car. 

t NlllliMM ^ 

•INUi: AAttO Gl Miw U 10(72 



2. CM4ry. Mm« ViMtat. IM. Kllf — < 
Ktf— H wctf to mum, Ntw Y«rlu 
^M t — CM m f fCmU (cIMil xsvt. 4U fi. tSMi. 

Wn pli w > ti^i^y L TKto 

LC: fl*itMi 

MNUMUtMS: QZ m Ctfim IM Ot. Ite. titttU 

in94 



IS Oliiiiiia, 

ISSN m^liH m ' - 11 |_ 




L I . 

NmmmIC I9J0- 
•INLM: Wl PUSm 



^ D 

80 



A 11 iiril t CMWf wwili 4it M< iifanytc / {tiiiii^yl 
MkM* K«M Mi taw Em Wm PWiil^M. rw!^^ 

L tWMe IMA - 1 1 

I AwMl-piHirwwto LI 

WIUItOOliM 
Ok iHITH ipMl 



LC U-ISM 

WUiiOtMIOSI IMS 



Source: handbook of Medical T^ihrary Practice , v. 2, p, 35-AO. 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES 

Objective 3 

Statement of Objective 

Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic 
verification. 

General Description 

Every ezaatinee is expected to knov a basic core list of online and 
print sources used to verify the bibliographic element of an item to 
be ordered. The examinee should be able to select the most or least 
appropriate source for verification for books and journals. 

Content Limitations 

Sources: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Handbook of Medical Library Practice , v. 2, 1983. Ch. 3. 
2- J. Bradley. Hospital Library Management . 1983. Ch. 4. 

3. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Developmev't and Use. 

4. F. Roper. J. A. Boorkman. Introduction to Reference Sources in 
the Health Sciences . 1984. Ch. 2-3. 

Key Elements : Will include titles of standard, high-use. online 

and print sources of bibliographic information for library materials. 
Standard sources that should be considered include: 

1. American Book Publishing Record 

2. Books In Print 

3. CATLIHE 

4. ( mlative Book Index 

5. Forthcoming Books 

6. Index of HLM Serial Titles 

7. Irregular Serials and Annuals 

8. Libra'nr of Congress National Union Catalog 

9. List of Journals Indexed in Index Medic us 

10. Medical Books and Serials in Print 

11. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog 

12. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog Proof Sheets 

13. New Serials Titles 

14. Paperbound Books in Print 

15. SERLIHE 

16. Standard Periodical Directory 

17. Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory 



Item Fc 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will describe a type of publication to be purchased, 
or a particular bibliographic element of a title to be 
verified, followed by one of the following questions: "Which 
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of the following, is the best source to verify this 
information?" or **^7bich of the follo^^inp is not an appropriate 
scurc*5 for verifying rhis information?" 

''ach item will require identification of specific, hif»h-use, 
online and orint verification sources and the infomation 
included in each. 

P.esponse Attributes: 

1. ^our or five alternative responses will be given, each 

consisting, of full titles of standard online and/or print 
sources for verifyinf^ biblio^^r^Dhic and price infomation of 
health sciences library materials, 

7, Only one correct answer will be possible. 

3. Distracters should mpke the examinee discriminate between the 
different sources presented. 

A. A distracter mav not include the type of information requested, 
but nay have a name that su!»<>ests that it mij^ht be included. 

5. A distracter may include some of the i*"'ormation requested, but 
not all of it. 

6. A distracter may be totally irrelevant. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct ;^nsv7er only. 

Item Sample 1: 

^ou would like to purchase a monograph for your collection that vou 
believe was Dublished 5 years ago, but you do not knot; vrhether the 
item is still available for purchase. ^-Thich of the following is the 
best source to verify this information? 

1. American Book Publishing Record 

CATLT?^ 
3. Cumulative Book Index 

A. Motional Library of Medicine Current CatPlo(t 
5. *^edical Books and Serials in Print 

^ource: Roper, F., Boorkman, JA. Introduction to ^.eference 
Sources in the Health Sciences , p. 23. 

Item Swnnle 2: 

you have been asked to purchase a book called "Physicians and Social 
Medicine" for your library. The person making the request doesn't 
know the onhlisher, hut thinks th^ work w«s published in 198A. 
Before ordering? this hook, vou would like to verify the orice and the 
oublisher. ^^.ich of the following is not an appropriate source for 
verifyini^ this information? 
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1. Books in Print 

2, Cumulative Book Index 

3, Medical Books and Serials in Print 

4. Forthcominj5 Books 

Source ; Roper, F,, Boorknan, JA, Introduction to Reference 
Sources in the Health Sciences , p. 22-23. 




^tat^?ment of Ohiective 

Select appropriate cataloj^ing tools and both online and print sources 
of bibliographic infomation for descriptive cataloging or 
classification infomation. 

General T>escription 

^verv examinee is expected to know a basic core list of online and 
print sources for obtaining cataloging copy infomation for 
descriptive cataloging or classification numbers for monographs and 
serials. Examinees are expected to be able to interpret the 
information oresented in each source. 

Content Linitations 

5? purees ! Vill be limited to the following: 

1. ^^andbook of Medical Library Practice , v. 2, 1PR3, Ch. 5-6. 

2. J. Bradley, Hospital Library Management , 1983, Ch. 5. 
Course f^uide for CK 524: rfeSH and r!LM Classification. 

^. ^. Pvoner, J. A., ^oorkTian, Introduction to Pveference Sources in 
the Health 5^ci^nces , 19fi^, Ch. 2. 

^ey Klenents t ^Ull include titles of standard, high-use, online and 
nrinr sources of cataloging information for health sciences library 
materials. 5?tandard sources that should be considered include: 

1. An<>lo-American Cataloging Rules, 2nd ed. (AACR2) 

^. CATLI^TK 

Cataloging in Publication 

4. National Library of Medicine Classification 

5. Library of Congress Classification 

6. ^^ational Library of Medicine Current Catalog 

7. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog Proof Sheets 
^. Mational Union Catalog 

^. OCLC 

I ten Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will describe a particular title to be classified 

either in the rTLM Classification, or the LC Classification if 
appropriate, followed by the question: "Which of the following 
is the best source to determine the classification number 
that IJLV would assign to this work?" or "Which of the following 
is not an appropriate source for detemining v/hich 
classification number MLM would assign to this v/ork?" 
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The stem mav prnsent other relevant infomation about the 
title, such as vjhen it was published, if any and what kind of 
C3taloj?in^» copy information is already in hand and needs to be 
undated or expanded on. 

^.ach item will require identification of specific, high-use, 
online and print sources of catalop,inp, infomation. 



'^esoonse Attributes: 



1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, each 

consisting* of full titles of standard online and/or print 
sources of cataloo.ing information. 

?. Only one correct answer will be possible. 

A distracter may include the infomation requested, but may not 
be the most authoritative source for the information. 

A. A distrpcter nav be totally irrelevant. 



Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item f^ample: 



▼ou are catalop,in<5 a book for your collection entitled: The 
T>iap:nosi5 and Therapy of Heart Disease , which was published this 
vear. ^ou know that cataloginjt copy is probably available for this 
title. T'Thich of the following is the best source to determine the 
classification number that MLM would assign to this work? 



1. Catalo^s^in.^ in Publication 

^. ^^ational Union Catalog 

^. OCLC 

A. CATT.T^TT? 



Sources : Course Cuide for CE 52A: MeSH and Classification, p 5. 
^oper, F. , ^oorkman, JA. Introduction to Reference Sources in the 
Health <^ciences , p 20. ' 

Item Fomat 2 



Stimulus Attributes: 



The stem will describe a particular title to be cataloged 
followed by the question: "^7hich of the following is the best 
source to obtain current descriptive cataloging information 
according to the practices followed by the National Library of 
Medicine?" or ••T-Thich of the following is not an appropriate 
source for obtaining current descriptive cataloging information 
according to the cataloging practices followed by the National 
Library o( Medicine?" 
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The stem ra\ -esent otb .r relevant infomation about the 
title. SKC\ <^hen it was nuhlished. if anv and what kind of 
i- <talo$?i»-«» cc.^y information ?i already in hand and needs to be 
undated or expanded on. 

?ach item will require identification of specific, high-use. 
online and/or print sources of descriptive cataloging 
i. ^omation. 



^-^sponse Attributes: 



1. 'our or five alternative responses will be given, each 
consisting of f-ll titles of standard online and/or print 
iiOKi^cez of descriptiv:> cataloging infomation. 

2. Onlv one correct answer will be possible. 

?• A distracter may include the infomation requested, but may not 
be the most authoritative source for the information. 

4. A disrracter may be totally irrelevant. 



Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be t^iven for the correct an&.*«r only. 

Item f?ami>le: 

Your are catalo<»inR a book for your collection entitled: Current 
^ur^ical Procedufes in the Treatment of Heart Disease , which was 
onblished 2 years aj?o. You '-now that cataloging copy probablv is 
available for this title. T-Thich of the following is the best source 
to obtain jrrent descriptive catalo<»in(» information accordirfr to the 
practices followed bv the Mational Librar/ of ?1edicine? 



1. '^At?ilo<>inj5 in Publication 

2, National Union Catalo* 

MatioKal Librar/ of ^edicine Current Catalog 
^. CAn^rTR 



fources: Course Guide for CK 57A: MeSH and ^nji Classification, p 5. 
'^ooer. Boorknan. JA. Introduction to Reference Sources in the 
Healti ^^ciencos. o 20, ' ' 
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1^ 



Objective ^ 



?Jta«-ement of Obiective 

Choose appropriate classification numbers fron the ^TL^f and LC 
classification schedules based on current cataloging practice. 

General Description 

Kvery examinee should have a basic understanding of NLK's application 
of the ^ILM Classification system and be able to select both >ILM and 
IjC classification numbers for vorks in uncomplicated subjects. Fvery 
examinee should know when it is appropriate to choose LC numbers 
rather than NLM numbers. Every examinee should be able to select the 
appropriate *JLM form numbers that are frequently used. 

Content Limitations 

Sources: '^'ill be limited to the following: 

1. J. Bradley. Hospital Library Management , 1983, Ch. 5 

handbook of Medical Library Practice , v, 2, 1983, ^h, 5-6 

3. Course Guide fof MLA CR 524: Mef5H and fJLM classification. 

4. Introduction and preliminary pa^es of the National Library of 
Medicine classification , '^th ed., revised 

1981. 

Key T^lements : TJiH include assip,ninp, NLM and LC c issiticstion 
numbers to works in uncomplicated subjects. 

Tten Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. ^ach item wlII consist of a sample title paj>'j, followed by the 
question: "Accordinj* to MT^T. policy, which is the best 
classification number to assi.^n to this work?" 

l» ^ach title page should contain all the information needed to 

make the right decision. Choose title pap,es th?t clearly 

reflect the subject ma.ter of the work. The title page should 
be in English. 

3. Additional preliminary pages (in addition to the title page), 

may be supplied if teeded to further clarify the contents of 
the work. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or fivi> responses will be given, each consir^ing of NLM 
and/or LC classification numbers* Photocopies of the 
appropriate pages of the NLM and/or LC classification schedules 
should be appended to the exam. 
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Th^ oertiHAnt subject index Da<>es of the MLM and/or LC 
classific^^tion schedules may also be appended to the exan as 
part oF the information supplied for each exaninee. If these 
nao-os are supolied, all appropriate paj^cs of the index should 
bp included (i.e. sample classification numbers should have a 
matching index pa?;e if it exists.) 

3. Only one current answer will be possible. 

A. Distracters should make the examinee discriminate between the 
LC and ^TT-.M classification numbers. Both the Lr and *TL?f 
classification numbers should be 'Plausible for the item lo be 
classified, 

5. A distracter may be incorrect when any of the fo* owing 
conditions exist: 

a. failure to note that a classification nunber is reserved 
for a particular format (e.g. 13 is always used by MLM for 
dictionaries,^ 

b. failure to correctly interpret a scope n'^te given with a 
classification number (e.g. 162 has a "not" in italics 
which indicates that it is not the appropriate number for 
tirade catalof^ues, but it is the appropriate number for 
8urj;ical equipment.) 

c. failure to correctly interpret the index of the NLM 
classification schedule 

6, T^iscracters should include a ranp,e of orrect response types, 
^e.^. i.ot all the errors should be centetod around one form 
number. ) 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be Rivon for the correct answer only. 

Item f^amole: 

Accordr;ij> to m.M policy, which is the best classification number to 
assign to this work? (Title page appended). 

1. OC 2A4 

2. or 34 

3. 2P9 (photocopies of classification 

pages and index appendtrd) 



4. WO 26 

5. WO 2A0 



iource: Course Guide for CR 52A: MeSH and ' LM Classification, p 36- 
37, 
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Nvniiig 



Pediatric mc Pediatric Nursing WY 139 
Psychiatric see Psychiatric Nursing WY 160 
Rdigioiis orders WY 145 
School see School Nursing WY 113 
Specialtits see Specialties, Nursing WY 

101-164 
Standards WY 16 
Statistics WY 31 

Surgical see Surgical Nursing * WY 161-162 
Surveys WY 31 
T r ansportatidn nursbig WY 143 
Veterinary SF 774.3 
- See also nanes of diseases being treated or the 
specialty mvolved 
Nursing Audit WY 1003 
Nursing Caie 

General WY 100 
In special field WY 130-164 
Nuning Edisa see Ethics* Nuning WY 13 
Nursing Hones WX 27-2S 
A dmlnl stratioii WX 130 
Direclories WX 22 
Fdr the aged WT 27-28 

D ir ectories WT 22 
For other purposes, hy specialty 
Nufsiqg Philoaophy see Philoaophy, Nursing WY 
86 

Nursmg Pdob see Employment WY 29. etc; 

Nuncs WY 29. etc. 
Nursing, Practical WY 193 

Education WY IM 
Nursing, Private Duty WY 127 

Education WY 18 
Nursing Processes WY 100 

Specific activities, hy subject 
Nursing Records WY 100.3 

See also Medical Records WX 173, etc. 
Nursing Service, Hospital WY 123 

Administration 'VY 103 
Nursing Services WY lOO 
Nurnng StalT 

or industry WY 141 

OTschoob WY 113 
Nursing StafT Hospital WY 123 

Administration WY 103 
Nurvng, Suoeivisory WY 103 

Of waroc WY 103 
Nursing, Tt^ WY 123 

See also Patient Gate Team W 84.8, etc. 
Nutrition 

And oral health WU 113.7 

In animals see Animal Nutrition SF 93-99 

la children see Child Nutrition WS 113, etc 

In health (General) QU 143 

la infimtt see Infant Nutrition WS 113-120 

la piegnaacy WQ 173 

In sickness (General) WB 400 

TMm QU 143 
For children WS 16 

See also Diet QT 233; Parenteral Feeding 
WB 410, other particular topics 
Nutrition Disorders WD 100-173 

As a cause of disease QZ 103 



In infancy A childhood WS 113 
Children WS 115; WS 130 
Infant see laiiant Nutrition Disorders WS 120, 
etc. 

Veterinary SF 831 

See also Obesity WD 210-212 
Nutrition Surveys QU 146 
^futritive Value QU 143 
Nuts 

Diets for control of fats WB 423 
Diets for control of protein WB 426 

Nai Vomica see Strychnine QV 103, etc 

Nyctalopia WD 110 

Nylon 

Chemical technology TP 118aP5 
Used for special purpose, by subjectt eg., in 
plastic surgery WO 640 

Nymphae sec Vulva WP 200 

Nympbomama see Sea Leviation WM 610 

Nystagmus WW 410 



Oath, Hippocratic see Hippocratic Oath W 30 
Obesity WD 210-212 
Obesity hi Diabetes WK 833 
Objeci Attachment WM 460.3.02 
^ Object Rd^Uioa^hip WM 46a3.02 
Obs^vr-Compiilsive Disorder WM 176 
Obstetrical Forceps WQ 423 
Obstetrical Nvning WY 137 

Education WY 18-18.3 

See also Postnatal Nursing WY 137.3 
Obstetricians, Directories see Directories WQ 22 

under Obstetrics 
Obstetrics WQ 

Anesthesia see Anesthesia, Obstetrical WO 430 

Cardiac problems WQ 244 

Directories WQ 22 

Nursing see Obstetrical Nursing WY 157, etc 
Urology WJ 190 
Complications WQ 2t0. 
• Obstetrics and Gynecology Department, Hospitalsee 
Hospital DepartmenU WQ 27-28, etc. 

Obstruction. Intestinal see Intestinal Obstruction 
WI 46a etc. 

Occipital Lobe WL 307 

Occlusion see Dental Occlusion WU 4^ 

Occlusive Dressings WO 167 

Occult Blood QY 160 

Occultism 

Medical superstitions WZ 309 

Occupational Acddena see Accidents, Occupational 
WA 485-491, etc. 

Occupational Dermatitis WK 600 

Occupational Diseases WA 400-493 
Medicoleg^ aspectt W 923 
Mental disorden (General) WA 493 
Nursing see Industrial nursing WY 141 
OphUialmological WW 303 
Prevention A control WA 412-493 
See also Disability Evaluation W 923. etc.; 
Workmen's Compensation HD 7814-7817, 
etc. 



i^JI^jl!!^^*''^^ SCHEDtXES. use NUMBEK ASSIGNED O.NLV WHEN 

9^MKT MSnSgSSn MAJOR EMPHASIf OP H'OIIK UEIMG CLASSIHED 
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Ultratonkfl 



Drup for see Antttubercular Ag enu QV 268* 
etc 

Gcoittl fee Titbcreuloitt, Femtle Geniul WP 
16a ete^Tubercvloeis. Male Genital WJ700* 
etc 

Id pregnancy WQ 256 

Induitml WF 405 

Uwt WF 200 

Nunmg WY 163 

•Oral WI 200 
For tiM dentist WIJ 140 

Sldtt Mc Tnberculottf, Cntaeeoua WR 245 

Veterinary SF 101 
See alao Fantnbercoloiia SF 109 J6 

Other localttici, by site 

See also SOkocobereulosts V.T 654 
Tiibciat*08ia» Avian SF 995.6.T8 
Taburcolosii, Bovine SF 967.T8 
Tyh m Ootm, Caidto v aKn lar WO !00 

Locafiied» by ste 
Toberenlosia, Ottaneoaa WR 245 
Tttbercnlosii» Endocrine WK 100 

I4iraififfi1, by site 
Titacttlosis* Female Gentel WP 160 

f^oraKrod, by site 
T ri b ereiii o sis» Oastr o ini e stin al WI 100 

I^ a lia edy by site 
Tubercniosis» Hepatic WI 700 
TobefCttiosii in Ouldbood WF 415 
Tobefcnlosii^ Laryngeal WV 500 
Toberatiosis» Lynph Node WF 290 
TobercolosiB. Male Ocnita.' WJ 700 

Locabsedy ^y srte 
TnbercQlosis, Meningeal WL 200 
TnberenlosiB, Miliary WF 380 
Tttberadosis» Ocular WW 160 

Loca^iied, b^' site 

• Tubercolctts. Oral see Tutefcnlosis W| 2fla etc 
VttberenlOiK CIsteonrticnIar WE 253 

frfiraKicd, by site 
TubefcnlosiB* Peritoneal WI 575 
Tobefcnlosis* Pleural WP 390 
Tcbcrc u lo si % Pulmonary WF 300-360 
Rehabilitation 
At home WF 315 
At hoapital WF 330 
Tuberculosis, Renal WJ 351 

* Tuberculosis Societies WF 1 
Tuberculosis, Spinal WE 253 
Tuberculosis* Splenic WH 600 
Tuberculosis, Urogenital WJ 100 

I>ocaKTed. by site 
Tuberous Sclerosis QS 675 
Tuboc urar ine QV 140 
Tularemia WC 380 
Tumor Virua Infections QZ 200 
Tumors see NeoplaBms QZ 20O-38a etc 
Tungsten 

Inorganic chemistry QD :81.W1 

Metabolism QU 130 

P harma codynamics QV 290 
Tunica Vagfaialis see Testis WJ 80a etc. 
Tunnei Anemhi see Ancycloetoaiasis wc 890 



AVrxm OOKSULT MAIN SCHEDULES. 

sugjicr nirnnNn MAXNi CMPHil 



Turbeiiaria QX 352 
Turbinates WV 301 
Turkeys 

Culture SF 507 

Diseases SF 995.4 
Turkish Oaths see Baths WB 525. etc 
Turner's Syodiome QS 677 
Turpentme QV 65 
Turtles QL 666.C5 

Diset-^ SF 997.5.R4 
Twili^ Siatp see Anesthesia, Obstetrical WO 450 
Twinning see Embryology QS 642. etc 
Twms WQ 235 

Embryology QS 642 

Psy ch ology WS I05.5.F2 
Twms, Conjoined QS 675 
Tyn^antc Membrane WV 225 
Tympanoplasty WV 225 
Tympamn see Ear. Middle WV 230-233 
Typhoid WC 270 

Typhoid BadUus see SahnoneOa Typhi QW 
138.5^ 

Typhoid-Ptratyploid Vaccines 
For para typhoid WC 266 
General and for typhoid WC 270 
Typhus^ Endemic Flea-Borne WC 615 
Ty^ws^ Fpidemic Louse-Borne WC 605-610 
Typhna, Murine see Typhus. Endemic Flea-Bonie 

WC615 
Tynunine QV 174 
Tyroihie QU 60 

Tyrosine AminotrMsferase QU 141 
Tyrolhricm QV 350 

U 

Ubiquinone QU 135 

Udder see Mammae SF 890, etc. 

Ulcer QZ 150 

Corneal see Corneal Uker WW 220 
Decubitus see Decubitus Ukxr WR 598 
Duodenal see Duodenal Ulcer WI 370 
Gastric see Stomach Ulcer WI 360 
Leg see Leg Ulcer WE 850 
Peptic see Peptic Ulcer WI 350-370 
Skin see Skin Ulcer WR 598 
Varicose see Varicose Ulcer WG 620 

Ulna WE 820 

Ufaiar Nerve WL 400 

See also names of organs innervated, eg.. 
Forearm WE 820 

Ultracentriftig^tion 

Biological research QH 324.9.C4 
Chenbcal engineering TP 159.C4 
Chemical technics QD 54.C4 
Chnical chemistry QY 9C 
See also Centrifbgaticii QD 34.C4. cite 

Ultrasonic Therapy WB 515 

Ultrasonics QC 244 
Biophysics QT 34 
Diagnostic use (General) V'B 289 
Used for other special purposes, by subject 



IE NUMUen ASaiCNCD ONLY WHEN 

OP wonx noNG a oatriED 
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QC QC 

PHYSICS 

Acottftici, Sound • Continued 

228 Laboratories 

Subarranged lika Q183 

•3 Inatnaentt and apparatus 

.8 Handbooks, tables, farmulas, ate. 

229 Mseallany and euriosa 
Special topics 

231 lineoaties of Yibrations and vtve aotion 

233 ^jpafation of sotmd 

Including Telocity, reflection, transmission 
Vibrations 

235 Strings, rods, aeabranes, pUtes, tuning forks 

241 Gases in tubes, etc. Resonance 

Sound wres 
General vorks, treaUses, and textbooks 
•2 Juvenile vorks 

•3 Special topics, K^Z 

.i4 iaplitule 
.D3 Daaping 
.£5 Energy 

.F7 Assure of «ound 
.R3 Radiatior. pressure 
.S3 Scattering 

Tk^ansndssion, see QC233 

• 5 Ini*rasonics 
2U Ultrasonics 

Cf. TAU7.^ Ultrasonic testing 

• 5 Acoustic holograpl^ 

246 Analysis of sounds. By phonograplu etc. 

HEAT 

Cf . QC220, Sound, ligbt, and heat as a vbole 
For theraal properties of solids, j|£ Qa76.8.T4 

251 Ptelodicals, scdeUes, congresses, serial collecUons, 

yeax^ks 
Collected vorks (nonserial) 

252 History and piiilosopiiy 

.2 Moaenelature, tendnology, notaUou, abbrevlaUons 

253 Eirly ywkM throurh 1800 

General vorks, treaUses, and advanced tesxtbooks 

254 1801^1*9 
.2 1970U 

255 El sae nt ary teisctbooke 

256 Juvenile vorks 

257 Addresses, essays, lectures 
261 Study and teaching. Research 

TcT programed texts. Me QC254-254.2 
•5 iTobleu, exercises, exsMnatioi^ 

263 bperlMttts 

• 5 leboratory aanuals 

265 Tedinique 

266 HandboolLe, tables, forsulas, etc. 

267 NLsoellaiqr ^aA euriosa 



Cf . CCl77f O^anographie inbtrunsnts 
00902^ Metecrologleal ix ^^jments 
^A) Pi; io«ieals, societies, eoi^ssee, serial collecUone, 

yearbooks 
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QT PHYSIOLOGY 



QT 



* 20J Rcsorcfa 

Cfasj^ htn mrks about ratarch in geitmL Classify works about rtstattk oh 
a portieutar atbjtet. by subftet 

n rkytka. •AKatlei m « praAniM 

* 22 Dircctiifkf (Table G) 

* 22J Gcwnl covcnp (Not Takit G) 



23 Coiteeth* 

U UMdMl (Orttcr tnm am» td 



takmtmy mmjab. Exptriacatil phjnloiogjr. Tccfcak 



OttMsify eaiaioti km. 



2U Coopirtcn. AatiMMtic data proccsriag 

Qr0r/«GMi^pMfraB«MrfM«^^ Oast^woHaomustfarspiciaiaitjeets 



Mmcoh, ezkTdts, etc 
27 Coilcctfrt 

21 ladMdMl (Orttcr ftoa mame or buscoi, etcj 

32 Lnrt (TaUa G) 

32a Gcacnl eorcnfc (Not TaUt G) 

33 OiwMtioa of law (TaUe G) 

33.1 Gcawal carmte (Not Tabit G) 



PHYSICS, MATHEMATICS. AND ENGINEERING AS APPLIED TO 
PHYSIOLOGICAL AND MED.CAL PHENOMENA 

34 iitophyrica. Bioacdkal milaccrlai 

^ WW Xadhleo 

35 BiooMdical autkoutics 
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WB 



FRACnCE OF MEDICINE 



WB 



120 Popdar BcdkiM (Gcacnl) 

cr. Houttfaoid BMdical booki. Sdf niedicatioa 
Bxampk: FfMdiL Modtrn komt mtdkal odnsir. 

130 GMcnl works for hyM 

Cfaai^*m*mbOTf«««/m«<^ Bxampk: 
Cmn, Htdlebu tm tin jntncfc 



GENERAL DIAO^OSIS 
Cf.Qr4 Gtimwi wofks am dbikai pathalatfi 



141 
14L4 

1413 DSShraslU 
142 fio^ttlt, Mflaftartig 
M3 
MC 
1S2 



17i Ptii 
itX Sjneope. 



200 Phr*^ diaporii (GmwiO 

20S TmMqm pkyriol 

27S TmpmiIm i. Palffltioa 
271 
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PRACTICE OF MEDICINE 



WB 




284 RuptmdoB 

2tl DtafMMde MM of M^^oddig ndiadm 

3V I M ip inrt t MM of ateMoaiM 

2M Medial Uttaty taUag 

»w*» OR maAco/ mmrrf £»rwte and hapiial neords in WX 173. 

2n CoOMtloM «r didMl CMC reports 

hen mfKOaHtim eoUtetioea, Oaai/jf east nportt Umiud u wu distas* 

MM aiMttUL. 



THERAPEUTICS 



"""SSJ^LSLTT:*^ imeripdoM for dcriMC or tkcnvr (Gcwnri) 
CM* ¥«*fc A»w or iAcrapte adfiet 



310 Pallittive trectneot Tcraiui 

<3C »»T /« AAmtaif tan ttrmmal patitatt. 



320 



gnHMHtrt o B of the dinbM (GoMraO 

Om^hmmHa on phjakal and nudieai rduMUtatkm in gtnenl asweUas those 
that inehide in addition edncattonal soebU, and wational rehabililation. Classify 
'^'^^^.^^9P'-<-t^Ph,siettlthenp, K^a 4M Classic works 
*** no medical slant in HD 7235-7256. 



325 After can 

<y »W 29 fir mentrA patients: WO m foetaperatin core: WY 100 Numng 



330 Drag tkcnpr 

QV narmaeolcgf. 



340 AdMlniHiaiiofl of acdidM 
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342 



344 Rectal 
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WQ 



13 
19 

16 
17 

It 



WQ 



WQ 

OBSTETRICS 

1-175 GcamI 
WQ200.2M PtSLc 
WQ 300-330 lST^ 



SodaOm (Qrttar Ltom mm of todcty) 

^-MW omMf i»partt /omnmlt, tic. In Wl. 



CoUeetioM (Gtncfal) 
I By MTwal n 

^ Br WMdnd 



&«rfc Lactant (GcacnO 



11 Hbtoty (Tabk G) 

I1.I Geocnl cortngt (Not TaU* © 



TaUn. Statistics 

Pictorial works 



Schoob, dapartMati, aad tecaltias of UiatMri^ 
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OBSTETRICS 



2tS 



WQ 



* 20 RcMvch 

aassifi> hen works about nstarch in genemL Classify works about research on 
a partkular sut^ect by subject. 

21 Obttetrict M a profctrioa 

* 22 Df-ectoriM aabfe G) 

* 22.1 GcMnI coTcnge (Not Table C) 

OiBics, dispoutrict, etc 

23 Collectift (TaUe G) 

23.1 Gcaeral cofcnge (Not lai.^ Gl 

24 ladMdnl (7aye G) 



'^Jbontarj rh Tcchaic 



2f Equipment ud eapplfcs 
Clatsffy eaithts Li W 26. 



Ccapatcra. Aatoaoak data procesaiaf 

Q'JjVti Cciriputtr ttBisied instruetion. Oast^ works an ux /or Vektl 



Matendtr koapitab 

27 CoOeetiTc aaUe G) 

27.1 Geaeral cofcrage (Not TaUe C) 

21 Indifynl aabk G) 

* 32 Laws aaUe G) 

* 32.1 GoMnl cofcraft (Not TaUe G) 

* 33 OiiaarioB of law (Tairic G) 

* 33J Geaeral corerait (Not faUe G) 



100 Geaeial 

iSO Popdar worio ca pngoMcer trf ckUdb'jrth. Natmal childbirth 

Ml Midwtfer 

Ml Mawnls for addwfue 

171 Prenatal 
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OBSTETRICS 



211 
2U 



WQ 



PREGNANCY 

200 Gtaoal works 

m DiagBoiis 

Q: QT 335 PngHonty ttsa. 

2W FtrtfUatkn. CoMcptioa. Dn^MpoMst «f otul Gcacnl 



physiologjr of 



20i Sts itteaiMdoa QMagMMtk) 

201 Ardfldal i-nt fira 

m Prmtd diavMMii. Fetil mnitoriM 

2M FetM. Fttil 



U"Mte1 cord (Gawtil). PcrintoiogT 
uannr Morkf m yju/ «5p»foi«,(«iijB m gtMni in W 20.5. 

2103 Fttd iMtoiqr. fhyrioiosjr. «>d UodMdstry 

Fettf discMM (GcMftl or not iodciad elMwhm) 



215 Toxa^ 



220 Ectopic 



225 Abortioa. Fetal dcatk 

Cf.WQ4iO Mvetd abonioh; W t67 Criminal abortion. 

235 MaMpla prtffaacy 

<'«st7 "w*f M pngnaiKf toxtmiat In WQ 215 
244 CirdioTttcalv complkadoiia 
241 Diabatat 



or 



102 



OBSTETRICS 



WQ 



Hcmatologie complicttioiit 



Iiftctioag dlMUcs 



Unlogk 



ipHcitfami 



LABOR 



Gcacnl works 
PhyiMotr. CUoical come 

Oifflodt labor 
IHiinportloM of the pdfis 

CompUaUfons of labor 
a.f^ Pdttpartum hemorThase 



General worka 

C^ofl^ works on o&iutrkal atmthem in WO 45a 

Oelhery (iadnding preparatory ouuipulatloa) 
Uae of forccpa 

Ceaareaa aecdoB. Sjrmpbyaiotoaiy and siodlar technics 
Esbryotony 



OBSTETRICAL SURGERY 



dnctioo of labor. Therapcatic • 
Ckttffit woria OH nehhtieal and ni 




RwtdWio i of tht ■•wbora 
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OBSTETRICS 



PUERPERIUM 
Gentnl worki. Pottnatal care 
PMrperal iaTectiMi 
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TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 6 

Statement of Objective 

Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application 
based on NLM's cataloging practices and policies. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to have a basic understanding of the MeSH 
Annotated A?.phabetic List and how to interpret the entries found in 
it. Examinees are expected to assign main headings and all types of 
subheadings (i,e.» topical* geographic* form* and language) from 
MeSH for materials in uncomplicated subjects. 

Content Limitations 

Sources ; Will be limited to the following: 

1. MeS H Annotgced Alphabetic List 

2. Course Guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification 

Key Elements ; Will include a choice of possible subject headings 
(including a combination of main headings and subheadings) from which 
the examinee vould choose the one in the correct format according to 
NLM's application of MeSH vocabulary for cataloging practices. 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each item will consist of a hypothetical title of a book that 
is to have subject headings assigned to it* followed by two or 
three possible MeSH entries from the MeSH Annotated Alphabetic 
List . The Mef^ entries will be followed by the question; 
"According to NLM*s cataloging practices and policies* the 
correct subject heading is?** 

2. The hypothetical title of the book shottld be descriptive enough 
tor the e:xaminee to make the correct choice. 

3. The MeSH entries should include major and/or minor descriptors 
that have cataloging and/or indexing annotations that restrict 
the use of the descriptor in some way. 

4. Each Item will require the examinee to recognize and understand 
cataloging ari indexing annotations. 
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Rerponse Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given* each 
consisting of subject headings (including subheadings if 
appropriate) found in the current edition of the MeSH Annotated 
Alphabetic List . 

2. Only one correc^ answer will be possible. 

3. A distracter may be incorrect when any of the following 
conditions exist; 

1. an inappropriate subheading is used with a main heading; 

2. a minor descriptor is u.^ed rather tl^an a major descriptor; 

3. a subheading is used with a minor descriptor; 

4. an allowable subheading is used with a major descriptor* 
but NLM cataloging practices do not permit the use. 

Criterion for Credit; 

Credit vill be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample; 

You are cataloging the book titled Relative Costs of Home Care and 
Hospital Care in Australia . You note the following entries in the 
MeSH Annotated Alphabetic List : 



COST ALLOCATION 

N3Jlf.lSl.aO 

NIM: mtf Aigii /mMi Aim*. *eom ihiftng* ao 

(m 

M mjmCOm AND COST ANALYSIS 
X COST AFPORTIONMENT 
X OOSTSHtniNO 

COST APTOLTlONMCNr m COST ALLOCATION 
NS.2If.lSl.lO 



COSTS AND COST ANALYSIS 

NUIf.ISI*f 

"S^i^sr^&^r^ -» «- COST 

M 

XU COST ALLOCATION 
XU DIRfiCT SERVICE COSTS 

OQiii, omcr suvKi m dieect service costs 

N3Jlf.lSI.«n 



ECONOMICS, HOSPITAL 

NU1U42 
OBN« 



X HOtPITAL iCONOfcaq 



.19 
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According to NLM^s cataloging practices and policies* the correct 
subject heading is?" 

1. Cost Allocation 

2. Cost Allocation — trends 

3. Costs and costs analysis — Australia 

4. Hospital Economics - Australia 

5. Econonics. Hospital — Australia 

Source : Course Guide for C 524: NeSH and NLM Classification, p. 
10-17. 

file : techservob j ec 1 6 
PD 25.5.2 
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APPENDIX IV 



Performance Objectives in Health Sciences Lib.arianship 
Area cf Concentration Examinations 



Public Services 

1- Select specific reference works or online sources in the health 
sciences for specific information ceeds or problems. 

2. Employ advanced searching techniques and strategics for searching 
selected online databases. 

3. Determine the appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application for 
information retrieval. 

4. Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to 
select or weed materials in a health sciences library. 

5. Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and 
weaknesses. 



Technical Services 

1. Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to 
select or weed materials in a health sciences library. 

2. Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and 
weaknesses. 

3. Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic 
verification of health sciences materials in all formats. 

4. Select appropriate cataloging tools and both online and print sources 
of bibliographic information for descriptive cataloging or 
classification information. 

5. Determine the appropriate NLM or LC classification number based on 
current cataloging practice for a wide variety of materials, such as, 
monographs, covering multi-faceted subjects, serials, or audiovisuals. 

6. Identify and describe NLM's application of descriptive cataloging 
codes. 

7. Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application of 
NLNTs cataloging practices and policies. 



109 



8. Determine the most economic and prompt method for ordering health 
sciences library material. 

Hospital Library 

1. Select specific reference works or online sources in the health 
sciences for specific information needs or problems. 

2. Determine the appropriate subject headings md subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application for 
mformation retrieval. 

3. Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to 
select or weed materials in a health sciences library. 

4. Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and 
weaknesses. 

5. Identify priaciples of effective management in hospital library 
services. 

6. Understand principles and practices in the effective utilization of 
hospital library facilities and space. 

7. Comprehend principles and concepts of effective financial resource 
management in hospital Ii^raries. 
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APPENDIX V 
ITEM MODELS 



AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
PUBLIC SERVICES 



Objective 1 

Statement of Objective 

Select specific reference works or online sources in the health 
sciences for specific information needs or problems. 

Genera! Description 

The examinee must exhibit a depth of knowledge of specific print and 
online sources, including their scope, coverage, content, arrangement, 
and access points. This will also include a knowledge of the less 
frequently used print and online sources. 

Content Limitations 

SfillTfiSi: The examinee will be responsible for knowing the content of 
sources listed in: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, Jj\. Introduction to Reference 
Sources in the Health Sciences 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984. 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
Chapter 8 

3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Prac^^gg 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. vol. 1, chapters 5 & 6 

Kev Elements: 

1. Specific information need or problem 

2. Specific print or online resources 

3. Scope, co% erage, content, arrangement, access points of 
specific print and online resources 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents the information problem or need, followed by the 
question: "Which of the following sources is fmost/least] likely 

to answer this question?" or "Which of the following is 
/moat/least] [efficient/quick]?'' 

2. Each item will require selection of a specific print or online 
resource which is the most/least appropriate to answer the 
question based on knowledge of scope, coverage, content, 
arrangement, and access points. 

Ill 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will consist of the complete title of a work or the 
author's last name and the conplete title of the work, depending 
on how it is best known. All of the alternative will be titles 
from sources listed under content limitations. 

3. Only one correct answer will be possible. The other alternatives 
may meet part of the stimulus but not all of it. 

4. An incorrect response may have a title which suggests that it is 
the correct answer without in fact being the correct answer. 

5. An incorrect response may include related information but not meet 
the condition "most/Uast" required in the stem. 

Criterion for Credit- 
Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample 1: 

A physician is seeking information on family planning practices in 
India and China. Which of the following sources is most likely to 
answer this question? 

1. EMBASE 

2. DIRLINE 

3. BIOSIS Previews 

4. POPLINE 

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduetinn to Reference 

Sources in the Health ,SgirilW?l 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984, 

NLM Online Services Referenr^ MsnVfll 2.4.1, 2.4.2 
Item Sample 2: 

A physiciaa has come to you asking for information on the interactions 
of two drugs. Which of the following is hi^si likely to answer this 
question? 

1. Evaluations of Drug Interactions 

2. Hansten's Drug Interactions 

3. Martindale: Th'- Extra Pharmacopoeia 

4. The Merck Index: An Encyclopedia of Chemicals, Drugs and 
Biologicals 

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman, J,A. Introduction to Reference 

Sources in the Health Sciencat 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984, 
p. 130. 
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AREA or CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
PUBLIC SERVICES 



Objective 2 

Statement of the Objective 

Employ advanced searching techniques and strat'^gies for searchir^^ 
selected online databases. 

General Description 

Each examinee is expected to employ advanced searching techniques and 
strategics for searching oaline databases. The databases each examinee 
is expected tc know include: EMBASE, PSYCINFO, BIOSIS, CHEMICAL 
ABSTRACTS ONLINE, CINAHL, MEDLINE, TOX^^ET, PDQ, and CANCERLINE. 
Vendors include: Dialog, BRS, STN, and NLM 

Content Limitations 

1. BRS Search System TTser^^ Ma^^pl 

2. Dialog System Refgrgncg Mflnilff' 

3. EMBASE Training Prrtoj^m I and TT (course syllabi) 

4. Search Guide: BTQSIS Pr eviews Editinn 

5. Psvclnfo User^s Rgfgr#> nce Kfanual 

6. DIALOG Blue Sheets 

7. BRS White Pages 

8. NLM Online Service Refercncg vr^in^ijil 
Key elements 

1. Information request upon which to base search strategy and 
techniques 

2. Name of the databa*;' vendor to be searched 

3. Name of the database to be searched 

4. Boolean logic, unit record structure, controlled vocabularies 
(database thesauri), controlled vs. natural language 
searching 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. Each item will describe an information need or request which may 
be satisfied through a search on an online bibliographic retrieval 
system. The item will conclude with the question: "Which search 
strategy will recall the [greatest/least] number of relevant 
citations"? 
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2. iiach item sill require the selection of the appropriate response 
based upon knowledge of the databa:e and database vendor specified 
in the stem. This means knowledge of the following: search 
software mechanics, controlled vocabulary. Boolean logic, and unit 
record structure. 

3. Specifics about the controlled vocabulary for that database may or 
may not also be given. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be given. 

2. Each response will consist of either controlled approaches 
combined with Boolean operators; or natural language approaches 
combined with Boolean operators; or a combination of natural 
language and controlled vocabulary with Boolean operators. 

3. A respor .e may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation 
of database controlled vocabulary; a lack of search logic; or 
inappropriate level of comprehensiveness, (i.e. too may 
irrelevant or too few relevant citations.) 

4. The correct response; will satisfy the need, demonstrate search 
logic, use the specified database's controlled vocabulary, and 
result in the appropriate level of comprehensiveness. 

Criterion for Credit- 
Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Item Sample: 



A resident prescribes propranolol to treat a hypertensive elderly 

patient and wonders about the effects. You search EMBASE using DIALOG 

In looking up the EMCLAS. EMTAGS and Malimet descriptors you find: 

A. Propranolol and Hypertension are descriptors. 

B. EMCLASS codes: 37.10^ Antihypertensive Drugs; 18.13.2. 
Clinical Hypertension; 20.5.3 Hypertension 

C. EMTAGS: 19 Aged; 920 Cardiovascular System; 160 Treatment 

Given this information, which search strategy would recall the greatest 
number of relevant articles? 

1. SS Propranolol/DE and SH-037.10.02? and SH-018,13.02? and 
SH-020.05.03? 

2. Propranoiol.DE. and 037.10.02#.CC. and 018.13.02#.CC. and 
020.05.03#.CC 

3. PropranoloLDE. and Hypertension.DE. and 0019.11. and 
0160.il 

4. SS Propranolol/DE and Hypertension/DE and TC-0019 and TC«0i60 

Source: Excerpta Medica Training Program I, 1983, p62. (course 
syllabus) 



Item Sample 2: 

You are trying to locate information on kidney stones, but you are not 
sure how kidney stones are indexed in MEDLINE. You do the search using 
the NLM system. Which search strategy would recall the greatest number 
of relevant articles? 

1. kidney adj stoneSl 

2. SS i:idney(w)stone? 

3. all kidney sfone# 

4. (tw) kidney and stone# 

Source: NLM Online Sfirvices Rgfgrgnri> MTin"lli 7.4.3 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXANflNATIGN 
PUBLIC SERVICES 



Obiective 3 

Statement of Objective 

Determine the appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of McSH vocabulary and the principles of application for 
information retriev^J. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to be able lo interpret entries in the MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic T.jgt and determine which main headings and 
subheadings should be used v/hen searching Index Medicu;, MEDLINE, or 
thft card catalog. Examinees should be able to interpret MeSH scope 
notes, cross references, dates and cataloging and indexing annotations, 
and be familiar with NLM*s cataloging practices and policies in the use 
of MeSH. 

Contents Limitations 

Sources: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Front matter of the MeSH Annot ated AlDhAh:>tig J \^t and Index 

2 Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classifier :ion 

3. Feinglos, S. MEDLINE: a basic guide to searching 1985. 

4. Roper, F., Boorkman, J.A., Introductio n to Reference Sources 

in the Health Scigng?Sr 1984. 

K.ffY Elgmcnts: will include the assignment of main headings and all 
types of subheadings (i.e.. :opical, geographic, form, language) 
according to NLM*s cataloging practices for creation of entries in a 
card catalog; the choice of headings and subheadings used to search 
MEDLINE or the printed Index Vfedicus- the interpretation of MeSH notes 
and other annotations. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the printed Index 
McdiCUS or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: "The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic JA^f contains the following entry (entries):** 

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross 
references, dates and other annotations are presented. 
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3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this eatry (these entries), which 
of the following statements is true (false) for searching (name 
appropriate source, i.e., printed Index Medicns h^DLINE]?" 

Respoiisc ' nriftutes: 

1. Four or ' • alternative responses will be given each relating to 
the MfS. itries given in the stem. 

2. All responses will be superficiallv plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. A response may be iacnrect due to: inappropriate interpretation 
of content notes, searr^ing notes, date, or cross reference 
structure. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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I.^m Sample 1: 



You arc searching the printed Index Medicus for references on the topic 
of temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present. The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entries: 



TTMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES 

tm Mow; Oh. TMJ OIS 

12 

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME 

Cl«l«07.7ll C9^Sa909.9Q9 

Mtt mm atovc OP: TMJ SYNDROME 
73: «ts OOSTSN? SYNDROME I9M.72 

wm TBMPOROMAM>lBULAR JOINT SYNDROME lo much COSTEN S 
SYNDROMS taek ikrv IfM 
X COSTBNS SYNDROME 

X MYOFASCIAL PAIN DYSFUNCTION SYNDROME 

TEMPOROMANOIIULAR X>INT 
XR PACUt PAIN 



Based on these entries, which of the following statements is true for 
searching the printed if ndex Medicus? 

1. COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see" reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAR 
JOINT DISEASES 

2. TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through 

1966 

3. The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable 

4. The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable 

5. COSTEN'S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972 

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Anno tated Alohahgtig y j ^^ 
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Item Sample 2: 



You are searching in MEDLINE for references on the topic of 
temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present. The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic T jg^ contains the following entries: 



temporomandiblxar joint diseases 

mm mm Moiv: OF: TMJ OIS 
Q 

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOCST SYNDROME 

CSJO&lOT.TtI CS^SaiOlfQS 



^ — _ ' DP: T>U SYNDROME 

73: wm COSTIMS SYNDROMS IM^TI 

X COSTSNS SYNDROMS 

XX facxai. Pain 



Based on these entries, which of the following str^tements is false for 
searching MEDLINE? 

1. COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see" reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAl 
JOINT SYNDROME t 

2. TEMPOROMANDIBUl ' R JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through 

1966 

3. The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable 

4. The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable 

5. COSTEN'S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972 

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annot ated Alnhahi.t.V t 
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Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the card catalog 
followed by the statement: "The MeSH Annotated Ainhabetic lA^t 
contains the following entry (entries):". 

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross 
references, dates, and other annotations are presented. 

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which 
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in 
the card catalog?" 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will bt given each relating to 
the MeSH entries given in the stem. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. A response may be incorrect when any of the following conditions 
exist: 

a) an inappropriate subheading is used with a main heading 

b) a minor descriptor is used, with or without a subheading, for 
an entry in the card catalog 

c) an incorrect combination of subheadings are used with a main 
heading for a card catalog entry 

d) a content note, indexing or cataloging note, dates, or cross 
references are interpreted incorrectly 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be giv,;n for the correct answer only. 
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Item Sample: 

You are searching in your card catalog for books on the subject of 
statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH Annotated 
Alphabetic List contains the following entries: 



HEALTH MANPOWER 

GEN OMir prtte /■■■powtr wicJi smoISc bc^mfK whm cr 4 IM. do 
Ml «t /cdw {m HEALTH OCCUPATIONS /Mne) /«aapo>^ /organ 
CATALOG: /fMg /Cm 
«l 

X HEALTH OCCUPATIONS MANPOWER 
X HEALTH PERSONNEL 

HEALTH OCCXTATIONS 

G24. 

omty /worn /wdmt /km /wmi /traidK /mm m HEALTH MANPOWER: 
for kMiiii mm try HEALTH MANPOWER or ALLIED HEALTH 
PERSONNEL or PHYSICUNS' ASSISTANTS CATALOG: /toof 

«le «w HEALTH PROPESSIONS lfU-«7 

w HEALTH OCCUPATIONS lo MMcb HEALTH PROFESSIONS bock 
dim IfM 

X ALLIED HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 
X HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
XR OCCUPATIONS 



Based on these entries, which of the following entries would you aat 
expect to find in the card catalog? 

1. Health Manpower — statistics 

2. Health Manpower - U.S. - statistics 

3. Health Occupations — trends — statistics 

4. Health Occupations U.S. - statistics 

5. Health Occupations — manpower — statistics 

Source: Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p. 12- 
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Item Format 3 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the printed Index 
McdiSlia or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: "The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entry 
(entries):". 

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross 
references, dates and other annotations are presented. 

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which 
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in 
[name appropriate source, i.e., MEDLINE, printed Index Medicus^ ? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to 
the MeSH entries given in the stem. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation 
of content notes, searching notes, date, cross reference 
structure, or main heading/subheading combination. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Itexs Sample: 



You arc searching in the printed Index Medigu^c for references on the 
topic of statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic contains the following entries: 



HEALTH MANPOWER 

GEN galy: pnkr /■tapowtr wiik meUk hmikmn wIm» GEN A IM. do 
X HEALTH PERSONNEL 

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 

G2i- 

^JSP J2?* ^*5* - HEALTH MANPOWEE: 
SSiSiSLiS!" wyHEALTH MANPOWEIt or ALUEO HEALTH 
«SONNtLar IWJIClAHS ASSlSrANTI C4TALO0;/»«g 

«: w HlALTH ntOnSSStONS IfU^T 

'*5i^™ <5CCWATION$ 10 MHCH HEALTH PEOFESSIONS tack 

5 OCCUPATIONS 
X HEALTH KOnSStONS 
XR OCCUPATIONS 



Based on these entries, which of the following entries would you expect 
to find in the printed Index Medicus? 

1. HEALTH MANPOWER / statistics 

2. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / statistics 

3. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / manpower 

4. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / supply & distribution 

5. HEALTH MAxVPOWER / supply & distribution 

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annnfa ted Alnhah,.f.> t i> | 



124 



AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
PUBLIC SERVICES 



Objective 4 

Statement of Objective 

Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to 
select or weed materials in a health sciences library. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to compare and weigh the importance of 
the various elements of a collection development policy for making 
selection and de-selection decisions. The examinee is expected to 
apply selection criteria for all types of health sciences library 
materials, including such formats as monographs, serials, audiovisual 
software, and computer software. 

Content Limitations 

SfiU£££&: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Refgri;i i^g 
Sources in the Health Sciengg^ 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 19S4. 
chapter 11 

2. Bradley, J. Hosnital Library Management Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
chapters 3 A 10 

3- Handbook of Medical Librarv Practi<^e 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. VOL 2, chapter 2 
4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development 

Key Elements! Will include elements commonly found in collection 
development policies, such as definitions of terms, description of user 
population, scope and coverage by subject, and guidelines regarding 
format, type of material, price, user demand, date of publication, 
language, multiple copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals. 
More difficult areas of selection will be addressed, including gifts, 
exchange, cooperative agreements with other libraries, etc. 
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Item Format 1 



Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem reproduces 3 or more elements of a collection development 
policy that Influence selection decisions, such as a description 

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject, 
exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on 
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement 
with other libraries. 

2. The stem concludes with a question in the following format: 
•Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you 
select (fiui/IajIJ to [add to/weed from] your collection?" 

3. Each question will require weighing the relation of the different 
parts of the collection policy in making title-specific decisions. 

Response Attributes: 

1- Four or five responses will be listed, each describing a real or 
hypothetical title and including enough information to allow the 
examinee to nuke a selection decision, such as author, title, 
place, publisher, date, price, evidence of demand, etc. 

2. None of the responses will meet all of the criteria for selection. 

3. Every incorrect response wi!! sieet at least one of the criteria. 

4. The correct response will meet more of the criteria than any other 
response. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Jtem Sample: 

Your collection policy includes, among others, the following 
statements: 

Materials in Cardiology, Orthopedics, and Pediatrics will be 
collected at the isssiisk level. 

Monographs are usually purchased within 3 years of 
publication date. Older monographs are seldom acquired. 

Clinical monographs published in countries other than the 
United States, Great Britain, and Canada are rarely acquired. 

Monographs that have been requested on interlibrary loan or 
recommended by users, and are on clinical medical subjects, 
are seriously considered for purchase. 

Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you select 
first to add to you^ collection? 

1. McCarver, Timothy. Interpreting heart sounds 

Geneva : World Health Organization, 1982. 

2. Fuller, Michael, ed. Iatrogenic infggtigiis 
Sydney, NSW : Collins, 1985. 

3. Leahy, Donald. Surgical treatment of p enetrating wn^p^^ ^ ^ 

Boston : Little Brown, 1981. 

4. Weisman, Oregon Differential diagnosis. 

Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 1982. (Recommended by Cardiology 
resident). 

5. Carlson, David. Communicable diseases in childhood New 

York : Academic Press, 1983. (Requested on interlibrary 
loan). 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Manageme-if Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
p. 32-33, 
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Item Format 2 



Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents one or more elements of a collection development 
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description 

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject, 
exclusion of a^^^format, limitation by publication date, a policy on 
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement 
with other libraries. 

2. The Item then describes a title being considered for purchase, 
including information relating to the collection development 
policy elements described above and other information that may 
affect interpretation of the elements. 

3. The stem may also present an environmental situation, such as 
your library has a very limited budget this year" or "you have 
just been given a donation of x dollars to purchase materials." 

4. The examinee is then asked: "Based on the selection criteria 
listed above, which one of the following purchase decisions will 
you make?" 

5. Each item wiU require weighing the different parts of the 
collection policy in making title-specific decisions. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of one o( 
the following purchase decisions: 

a) Do not purchase 

b) Purchase at a later time 

c) Purchase now 

2. Each response will also include a reason for the decision, such 
as: 

a) easily available elsewhere 

b) too expensive 

c) low priority addition to the collection 

d) it was a recommendation 

e) it has never been requested on interlibrary loan 

f ) it will be used frequently 

g) our collection already has sufficient materials in this 
area 

I. Each response should force the examinee to discriminate among the 
selection criteria. 

L A response may be incorrect because it represents an incorrect 
purchase decision. 
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5. A response may be incorrect because it includes an inappropriate 
reason for the purchase decision* 

6. Only the correct response will represent the correct decision and 
the most appropriate reason for the decision* 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample: 

Your collection policy states (in part): 

Nbterials that cost more than SI 00 are rarely acquired 
without evidence of need. 

Materials that are readily available on interlibrary loan are 
rarely acquired without evidence of need* 

You are considering purchasing an audiovisual entitled The Human Srain. 
In evaluating the title you have noted the following information: 



Date of Publication 
Format 
Producer 
Audience 

Production quality 
Price 

Availability other 
than by purchase 

Potential use 



Related items in 
collection 

User requests 



1986 

16 mm film 

American Medical Association 
adult, health professionals 
excellent 
S300 

Available on loan from a library 
in a neighboring region 

6 times per year, by 3 or more 
departments 

one 16 mm film, 8 years old, fair 
quality, used 5 times last year 

Recommended by the chairman of the 
Department of Neurology 
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You have a very limited budget this year. Which one of the 
purchase decisions will you make? 



1. Do not purchase; easily available elsewhere 

2. Do not purchase; too expensive 

3. Purchase later; your collection already has sufficient 
materials in this area 

4. Purchase now; it was recommended 

e: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management Chicago: MLA, 1983, 
p. 1 71. 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
PUBLIC SERVICES 



Objective 5 

Statement of Objective 

Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and 
weaknesses. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to recognize evaluation aids and 
mechanisms for measuring collection strengths and weaknesses as well as 
be able to point out the advantages or disadvantages of various 
techniques used in assessing health sciences collections. 

Content Limitations 

Sim£££&: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Refergn^iy 
Sources in the Health Sci'gnygs 2nd cd. Chicago: MLA, 1984. 
chapter 11 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Ubrarv Managfimg^t Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
3- Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. VOL 2 

4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development 

Kgv EUmcnts: will include examination of collec lons in terms of 
quantity, quality, or use, plus the advantages and disadvantages of the 
various techniques for collection evaluation. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation 
of all or part of the collection and identifies an evaluation 
technique to be used, such as user surveys, circulation counts, 
consultant review, etc. The description is followed by a question 
in the following format: "Which of the following is [an 
advantage/a disadvantage] of using that evaluation technique in 
this situat'on?" 

2. Each item will require recognizing an advantage or disadvantage of 
a specified evaluation technique. 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed. 

2. Each response will be plausible as an advantage or disadvantage of 
an evaluation technique. 

3. A response may be incorrect because it is [an advantage/a 
disadvantage] of some other evaluation technique. 

4. A response may be incorrect because it is an advantage of the 
technique when a disadvantage is sou^at, or vice versa. 

5. A response may be incorrect because it accurately describes the 
technique but is neither an advantage nor a disadvantage. 

6. A response may be incorrect be':ause it is a false statement. 

7. Only the corr<» t answer will be [an advantage /a disadvantage] of 
the specifiea evaluation technique. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

Yow want to evaluate your study-level collection in nutrition and have 
decided to compare your holdings to an authoritative nutrition 
bibliography. Which of the following is a disadvantage of using that 
evaluation technique in this situation? 

1. The technique ts jased on the assumption that there is a 
relationship between the si e of the collection and its 
ability to respond to user needs. 

2. Comparing holdings to an external standard is not a method of 
determining quality. 

3. Extensive studies of this nature are most effectively pursued 
with the use of sampling techniques. 

4. Study-level collections are best judged by client-centered 
techniques, such as usage studies. 

Source: Handbook of Medical Library Pragti^^ 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77. 
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Item Forms*! 2 



Stimulus attributes: 

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation 
of all or part of the collection, followed by a question in the 
following format: ''Which of the following techniques is the 
[most/least] appropriate for evaluating a collection in this 
situation?** 

2. Each question will require selecting the [most/least] appropriate 
evaluation technique. 

Response attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each of which will be a 
technique for evaluation, such as user surveys, circulation 
counts, reshelve tallies, etc. 

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not provide 
information relevant to the stated need. 

3. A response may be incorrect because it does not provide as 
reliable a measure as the correct response. 

4. Only the correct answer will give reliable information that is 
relevant to the stated need. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

The medical school that your library serves is adding a new nutrition 
component to its curriculum. Nutrition has not been emphasized before 
and so has been collected very selectively. You want to evaluate your 
holdings in nutrition to estimate the amount of extra funds to request. 
Which of the following techniques is the least appropriate for 
evaluating a collection in this situation? 

1. Assessment by a subject consultant 

2. Comparing holdings to an authoritative bibliography 

3. Countiag the number of books and journals in the subject. 

4. Analyzing circulation statistics. 



Source: Handbook of Medical L ibrarv Practicg. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77. 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Statement of Objective 

Interpret the elements of a collection development policy in order to 
sel;;ct or weed materials in a health sciences library. 

General Dw^cription 

Every examinee should be able to compare and weigh the importance of 
the various elements of a collection development policy for making 
selection and de-selection decisions. The examinee is expected to 
apply selection criteria for all types of health sciences library 
materials, including such formats as monographs, serials, audiovisual 
software, and computer software. 

Content Limitations 

Will be limited to the following: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Reference 
Sources in the Health Scigncg^ 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984. 
chapter 11 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Management Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
chapters 3 & 10 

3- Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. VOL 2, chapter 2 
4, Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Develorment 

KgY ElgmcntS: will include elements commonly found in collection 
development policies, such as definitions of terms, description of usei 
nopulation, scope and coverage by subject, and guidelines regarding 
format, type of material, price, user demand, date of publication, 
language, multiple copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals. 
More difficult areas of selection will be addressed, including gifts, 
exchange, cooperative agreements with other libraries, etc. 
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Item Format 1 



Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem reproduces 3 or more elements of a collection development 
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description 

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject, 
exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on 
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement 
with other libraries. 

2. The stem concludes with a question in the following format: 
•Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you 
select [fiisi/laafl to [add to/weed from] your coUecticn?" 

3. Each question will require weighing the relation of the different 
parts of the collection policy in making title-specific decisions. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each describing a real or 
hypothetical title and including enough information to allow the 
examinee to make a selection decision, such as author, title, 
place, publisher, date, price, evidence of demand, etc. 

2. None of the responses will meet all of the criteria for selection. 

3. Every incorrect response will meet at least one of the criteria. 

4. The correct response will meet more of the criteria than any other 
response. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



136 



Item Sample: 

Your collection policy includes, among others, the following 
statements: 

Materials in Cardiology, Orthopedics, and Pediatrics will be 
collected at the research level. 

Monographs are usually purchased within 3 years of 
publication date. Older monographs are seldom acquired. 

Clinical moaographs published in countries other than the 
United States, Great Britain, and Canada are rarely acquired. 

Monographs that have been requested on interlibrary loan or 
recommended by users, and are on clinical medical subjects, 
are seriously considered for purchase. 

Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you select 
first to add to your collect«on? 

1. McCarver, Timothy. Interpreting heart sounds. 

Geneva : World Health Organization, 1982. 

2. Fuller, Michael, ed. Iatrogenic infectinn^s 
Sydney, NSW : Collins, 1985. 

3. Leahy. Donald. Surgical treatment of penetrating wnunrfs, 

Boston : Little Brown, 1981. 

4. Weisman, Gregor. Differential diagnosis. 

Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 1982. (Recommended by Cardiology 
resident). 

5. Carlson, David. Communica ble diseases in chndh^ n^ New 

York : Academic Press, 1983. (Requested on interlibrary 
loan). 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management. Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
p. 32-33. 
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Item Format 2 



Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents one or c^ore elements of a collection development 
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description 

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject, 
exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on 
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement 
with other libraries. 

2. The stem then describes a title being considered for purchase, 
including information relating to the collection development 
policy elements described above and other information that jiay 
affect interpretation of the elements. 

3. The stem may also present an environmental situation, such as 
your library has a very limited budget this year" or "you have 
just been given a donation of x dollars to purchase materials." 

4. The examinee is then asked; "Based on the selection criteua 
listed above, which one of the following purchase decisions will 
you make?" 

5. Each item will require weighing the different parts of the 
collection policy in making title-specific decisions. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of one of 
ihe following purchase decisions: 

a) Do not purchase 

b) Purchase at a later time 

c) Purchase now 

2. Each response will also include a reason for the decision, such 
as: 

a) easily available elsewhere 

b) too expensive 

c) low priority additioa to the collection 

d) it was a recommemlation 

e) it has never been requested on interlibrary loan 

f ) it will be used frequently 

g) your collection already has sufficient materials in this 
area 

J. Each response should force the examinee to discrimiuate among the 
selection criteria. 

L A response may be incorrect because it represents an incorrect 
purchase decision. 
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5. A response may be incorrect because it includes an inappropriate 
reason for the purchase decision. 

6. Only the correct response will represent the correct decision and 
the most appropriate reason for the decision. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample: 

Your collection policy states (in part): 

Materials that cost more than Si 00 are rarely acquired 
without evidence of need. 

Ntoterials that are readily available on interlibrary loan are 
rarely acquired without evidence of need. 

You are considering purchasing an audiovisual entitled The Human Brain 
In evaluating tt^ title you have noted the following information: 



Date of Publication 
Format 
Producer 
Audience 

Production quality 
Price 

Availability other 
than by purchase 

Potential use 



Related ^r^^ms in 
collection 

User requests 



1986 

16 mm film 

American Med^xal Association 
adult, health professionals 
excellent 
S300 

Available on loan from a library 
in a neighboring region 

6 times per year, by 3 or more 
departments 

one 16 mm film, S years old, fair 
quality, used 5 times last year 

Recommended by the chairman of the 
Department of Neurology 
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You have a very limited budget this year. Which one of the following 
purchase decisions will you make? 

1. Do not purchase; easily available elsewhere 

2. Do not purchase; too expensive 

3. Purchase later; your collection already has sufficient 
materials in this area 

4. Purchase now; it was recommended 

Source: BradUy. J. Hospital Library Manao^m^nT Chicago: lALA, 1983, 
p. 171. 



140 

ICO 



AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 2 

Statement of Objective 

Select appropriate mechanisms to measure collection strengths and 
weaknesses. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to recognize evaluation aid5 and 
mechanisms for measuring collection strengths and weaknesses as well as 
be able to point out the advantages or disadvantages of various 
techniques used in assessing health sciences collections. 

Content Limitations 

Sfitt£££i: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introductinn to Reference 
Sources in th^ Health Sgiiypg^j, 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984. 
chapter 11 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Managi>n,gnf Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
3* HaadDOOk of Medical Library Pragtfgi> 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. VOL 2 

4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development 

KCY Elcmcnty WiU include examination of collections in terms of 
quantity, quality, or use, plus the advantages and disadvantages of the 
various techniques for collection evaluation. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes* 

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation 
of all or part of the collection and identifies an evaluation 
technique to be used, such as user surveys, circulation counts, 
consultant review, etc. The description is followed by a question 
in the following format: "Which of the following is (an 
advantage/a disadvantage] of using that evaluation technique in 
this situation?" 

2. Each item will require recognizing an advantage or disadvantage of 
a specified evaluation technique. 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed* 

2. Each response will be plausible as an advantage or disadvantage of 
an evaluation technique. 

3. A response may be incorrect because it is (an advantage/a 
disadvantage] of some other evaluation technique. 

4. A response may be incorrect because it is an advantage of the 
technique when a disadvantage is sought, or vice versa. 

5. A response may be incorrect because it accurately describes the 
technique but is neither an advantage nor a dl^r'dvantage. 

6. A response may be incorrect because it is a false stacemcnt. 

7. Only the correct answer will be (an advantage/a disadvantage] of 
the specified evaluation technique. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample: 

You want to evaluate your study-level collection in nutrition and have 
decided to compare your holdings to an authoritative nutrition 
bibliography. Which of the following is a disadvantage of using that 
evaluation technique in this situation? 

1. The technique is based on the assumption that there is a 
relationship between the size of the collection and its 
ability to respond to user needs. 

2. Comparing holdings to an exte/nal standard is not a method of 
determining quality. 

3. Extensive studies of this nature are most effectively pursued 
with the use of sampling techniques. 

4. Study-level collections are best judged by client-centered 
techniques, such as usage studies. 

Source: Handbook of Mgdie^ii T ;hr^rv PractiV^ 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
19S2 vol. 2, p. 73-77. 
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Item Format 2 



Stimulus attributes: 

1. The stem describes a problem or need that requires an evaluation 
of all or part of the collection, followed by a question in the 
following format- ''Which of the following techniques is the 
[most/least] appropriate for evaluating a collection in this 
situation?** 

2. Each question will require selecting the [most/least] appropriate 
evaluation technique. 

Response attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each of which will be a 
technique for evaluation, such as user surveys, circulation 
counts, reshelve tallies, etc. 

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not provide 
information relevant to the stated need. 

3. A response may be incorrect because it does not provide as 
reliable a measure as the correct response. 

4. Only the correct answer will give reliable information that is 
relevant to the stated need. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

The medical school that your library serves is adding a new nutrition 
component to its curriculum. Nutrition has not been emphasized before 
and so has been collected very selectively. You want to evaluate your 
holdings in nutrition to estimate the amount of extra funds to request. 
Which of the following techniques is the least appropriate for 
evaluating a collection in this situation? 

1. Assessment by a subject consultant 

2. Comparing holdings to an authoritative bibliography 

3. Counting the number of books and journals in the subject. 

4. Analyzing circulation statistics. 



Source: Handbook of Medical lAhr^rv Practice 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. vol. 2, p. 73-77. 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Obiective 3 

Statement of Objective 

Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic 
verification of health sciences materials in all formats. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to be able to select the most appropriate 
online or print source to verify the bibliographic elements of an item 
to be ordered. Examinees should be able to select the most or least 
appropriate source for verification of health sciences monographs, 
serials, and materials in specialized formats, such as government 
publications, technical reports, audiovisuals, rare books, and 
translations. 

Content Limitations 

SCU£££S: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Refergnr<. 
Sources in the Health Sei>,nr«.^ 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984, 
chapter 6, 11, & 14 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Lihrarv Maiiagemi.n| Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
Chapter 4 & 10 

^- Handbook of Medical y.jbrarv Practice 4th ed. Chicago: MLA. 
1982. vol. 2, chapter 3 

4. Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development 

Key Elements: Will include standard as well as lesser used online and 
print sources of bibliographic information for health sciences 
materials in all formats. 



Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will describe a type of health sciences publication to be 
purchased and a particular element to be verified, followed by one 
of the following questions: "'Which of the following is the iaji 
source to verify this information?" or "Which of the following is 
USi an appropriate source for verifying this information?" 

2. Each item will require identification of specific verification 
sources. 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of the full 
title of an online and/or print verification source. 

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not contain the 
information requested. 

3. A response may be incorrect because it includes some of the 
information requested, but not all of it. 

Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample: 

You would like to purchase a National Library of Medicine document 
you need to verify the price before ordering. Which of the following 
IS Ml an appropriate source for verifying this information? 

1. National Library of Medicine News 

2. GPO Sales Publications Reference File 

I' ^^^^HX °^ States Government Publications 

4. MEDOC 

5. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog 

Sources: HaodfrgoK nf Mfdigal Library Pnnirr. 4th ed. Chicago: mla, 

1982. vol. 2, p. 111-113 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 4 

Statement of Objective 

Select appropriate cataloging tools and both online and print sources 
of bibliographic information for descriptive cataloging or 
classification information. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to know standard as well as lesser used 
online and print sources for obtaining bibliographic information for 
descriptive cataloging or classification information. Emphasis will be 
placed on those sources needed to catalog all types of materials (e.g., 
monographs, serials, audiovisuals), particularly those in peripheral 
subject areas (e.g., biology, anthropology, or psychology). Examinees 
should be able to evaluate which source is best for the particular 
types of materials being cataloged. 

Content Limitations 

Will be limited to the following: 

Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Refgrengg 
Sources in the Health Sgigny^^ 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1984. 

Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv ManaggnignT Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
Chapter S 

Handbook of Medical Library Pratrtir^ 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. VOL 2, chapters 5 & 6 

Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification 

Kgy Elements: will include standard as well as lesser used online and 
print sources used for obtaining bibliographic information for 
descriptive cataloging or classification information. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a title to be classified in either the NLM or LC 
classification. 

2. The stem may also present othe^ relevant information about the 
title if appropriate for describing the cataloging situation. This 
may include information such as when it was published, if any and 
what kind ol cataloging copy information is already available and 
may need to be updated. 
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1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 



3. The examinee is asked: "Which of the following is the isat (least 
appropriate) source to determine the classification number that 
NLM would assign to this work? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, each consisting 
of full titles of online or print source, of cataloging 
information. 

2. A response may ind 1e the information requested, but may not be 
the most authoritative source for the information. 

5. AH responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously 
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee. 

4. Only one correct response will be possible. 
Criterion tor Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

You are cataloging the title. Nutrition anri diet in .m«li .ni^, ,,! 
infidlSUlfi. which was just published this year. Which of the foUowina is 
the Izfisi source to determine the classification number .hat NLM would 
assign to this work? 

1. Cataloging in Publication 

2. National Library of Medicine Classification 

3. National Union Catalog 

4. Library of Congress Classification 

Source: Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classificatiou, ij. 30. 



Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a title to be cataloged. 

2. The stem may also present other relevant iniormation about the 
title if appropriate for describing the cataloging situation. This 
may include information such as when it was published, if any and 
what kind of cataloging copy information is already available and 
may need to be updated. 
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3. The cxamincf i$ asked: "Which of the following is the tsjt (least 
appropriate) sou. ce to ottain current descriptive cataloging 
information according to the practices followed by the National 
Library of Medicine?" 

Respor ^e Attribr*cs: 

1. Four or five- alternative responses will be given, each consisting 
of full titles of online or print sources of descriptive 
cataloging information. 

2. A response may include the information requested, but may not be 
the most authoritative source for the information. 

3. AH responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously 
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee. 

4. Only one correct response will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
Item Sample: 

You are cataloging the title: Abortion; thi, d^velnnm^nt thi- Rnm^n 

CathOhg PtrSPWtive, which of the following is the Ifiaai appropriate 
source to obtain current descriptive cataloging information according 
to the practices followed by the National Library of Medicine?" 

1. CATLINE 

2. National Union Catalog 

3. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog 

4. Cataloging in Publication 

Source: Course Guide for MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 5 

Statement of Objective 

Determine the appropriate NLM or LC classification number base J on 
current cataloging practice for a wide variety of materials, such as, 
monographs covering multi-faceted subjects, serials, or audiovisuals. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to have a thorough understanding of the NLM 
Classification, including the use of form numbers and geographic 
subdivisions, and NLM-s use of the LC Classification schedules, and be 
able to classify materials on multi-faceted or complex subjects, 
covering all formats (e.g., monograph?, serials, audiovisuals). 

Contents Limitations 

Will be limited to the following: 

Bradley, J. Hosoital Lil?rarv Management, Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
Chapter 5 

Handbook of Medical T.ibrarv Practiri. 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. vol. 2, chapters 5 & 6 

Coune guide to MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification 
National Lihrarv of Medicine na«if;Mtm« 4th ea., revised 
1981. 

LC Classification Schedules 

KCY Elements: WiU include assignment of NLM and LC classification 
numbers to works in complex subjects, as well as works covering a 
variety of material formats. Will include all areas of the 
classification schedules. 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes; 

1. The stem preser ts a title page, and jther preliminaries if needed, 
or describes a cataloging situation. 

2. The examinee is asked: "According to NLM cataloging policy, which 
is the most approoriate classification number to assign to this 
work?" 



1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 
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Response Attributes: 



1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed, each consisting 
of an NLM or LC classification number. 

2. Responses may relate to the application of one or more principles 
of catalog jg practice. 

3. AH responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously 
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee. 

4. Responses will include the corresponding sections of the NLM or LC 
classification schedules. 

5. A response may be incorrect under any of the following conditions- 

a) incorrect application of form numbers 

b) incorrect application of geographic subdivisions 

c) incorrect interpretation of a scope note 

d) incorrect interpretation of an entry in the index of the NLM 
Classification schedule 

6. Only one correct answer - ill be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 



whuophrcnia; an mulifory mn'm , JmSs^ ^cording 

rn !«?;°*,'^u^^' " avst aPPrOPriatfi classification number 

to assign to this work? 

(Refer to attached corresponding sections of the NLM Classification) 



1. WI.I 193 

2. WS 105.5 Mi 

3. WS 350.2 

4. WS 350.8 .S6 

5. WM 203 



Source: Course guide for MLA CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification. 
p.3o-37. 
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PSYCHUTOY 



145 Psrebologieal tests. Projcctire teduics, Rorsducfa test TAT 

Cic s sify ymrks on intettiiena tats usually administmd to ptopk considered normal 
in BF 431. 



170 Neuroses 

171 AjCrectfre dismrbances 

C/. 207 Manic d^rasin psychoses Include works on depression hatL 

172 Axizxtqr 

173 1.. erim and issodated disorders 

173.5 Coorersion disorder 

173.6 DCssociatiTe disorders 

173.7 Amnesia aad other nemoiy disorders 

174 Nenrastbeniar Mental flatigae 

175 Appetite disorders astodated with neuroses. Anorexia aerrosa 

WI 1 43 for appetiu disorders in general: WS IIS^ISO fir disorden of children 
and ii^ants, 

116 Obsessire-compuIsiTe neuroses. CompoIsiTe beharior 

17S Phobias. Hypochondriaais. Sick role 

Ccssify works on sick role associated with a particular disease with the disease, 

134 War neuroses 



1S8 SIrcp disorders and associated conditions 

Clessyj^ hm material on dldtorders of sleep regardless of seterity. Include popular 
works. Cf WL 108 Physiology of sleep. 

190 ?ersonalit7 disorders (General or not indexed elsewhere) 
cg^ Tn i dequ a re personaitt/. Passive-dependent personality 

193 Defense mechanisms 

Cj^tmiTXJ Conversion reaction: WS35Q.3J)3 Defense mechanism in children. 
Cassifjy Aorks on purely psychological aspeca of wious defense mechaninns 
in appropriate SF numbers 



153 



141 



WM 



FSYCHUISy 



WM 



200 

202 

203 

203J 

204 

205 

207 

101 



Sptdal topics, A-Z 



Ji2 


AfitfOf OQt 


ja 


Dtaiai (Fkychologr) 


J)5 


Dfsplaetmac F^cbologjr) 




PtictyCBsl dcftnss 


SI 


ProjictloB 


Stl 


Rstiouiizitfoa 


sa 


Rtfraofam 




Rtprmfatt 


Si 


SnbiiBSdoiL FiBtaiy 



FsjrehoiBOtor diMrdtn VkamC or aot tadtxtd ds«irlicr«) 
Gas^ V^effk ibordtn hf siAiKU Apmda WL 34a 



Psychoses 



Fuactlooal 



Schszofhnoiz ud scfaizophraiic syndroincs 
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MODELS FOR \REA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 6 

Statement of Objective 

Identify and describe NLM*s application of descriptive cataloging 
codes. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to understand NLM's application of the 
various descriptive cataloging rules. Examinees should be familiar with 
how NLM's application of various cauloging codes has differed from 
LCs application, how this application has affected entries in 
catalogs, what one can expect to find in various print sources of 
bibliographic copy depending on which rules were in force at the time, 
how rule applications h'^ve affected catalogs over the years, and what * 
might be involved in adopting AACR2 in a health sciences library. 

Content Limitations 

SfiUlSfiS; Will be limited to the following: 

1. Bradley, J. Hospital Library Manflgemgnr Chicago: ML A, 
1983. Chapter S 

3* Handbook nf Medical Ljbrarv Practic:£ 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. VOL 2, chapter 5 
3. Course guide to MLA CE 520: Descriptive Cataloging in Health 

Sciences Libraries. 

KCY Elements; win include choice of main entries and formulation of 
headings according to the NLM*s application of the following cataloging 
codes: ALA Cataloging Rules for Author and Title Entri^^ (1949), AACRl 
and AACR2. 



Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a title page, and other preliminaries if needed, 
and describes a cataloging situation. 

2. "^he examinee is asked: "According to NLM's application of [name 
appropriate cataloging code] the correct form of main entry for 
this work is:" 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed, each consisting 
of a possible main entry. 

2. Responses may relate to the application of one or more cataloging 
principles and may be derived from different cataloging codes. 

3. All responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously 
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

You arc cataloging the work. Management operations n f the Matinnal 
Cancer Institute that influence the governance of acience According to 
NLNfs application of AACR2 the correct form of main entry for this work 
is:" 



(Refer to attached title page and other preliminaries for complete 
information) 

1. DcVita, Vincent T., Jr. 

2. DeVita, Vincent T., 1935- 

3. National Cancer Institute (US.) 

4. United States. National Cancer Institute. 

5. Management operations of the National Cancer Institute that 
influence the governance of science 

Source: Course guide for MLA CE 520: Descriptive Cataloging in Health 
Sciences Libraries, p.5-6. 



Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a title page, and other preliminaries if needed, 
or describes a cataloging situation. 

1 The examinee is asked: "According to NLM's application of [name 
appropriate cataloging code] the correct form of entry for this 
access point is:" 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be listed, each consisting 
of a variation of the ne access point. 

2. Responses may relate to the application of one or more cataloging 
principles and may be derived from different cataloging codes. 

3. AH responses will be plausible; no response will be obviously 
irrelevant to the uninformed examinee. 

4. On^y one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample: 

You are cataloging the work. Management operations of the Naftnn} ^ ] 
Cancer Institute that influence the governance of ^rt^ny^ You want to 
provide an access point for the government body that has published the 
work. According to NLNTs application of AACRl the correct form of entry 
for this access point is:" 

(Refer to attached title page and other preliminaries for complete 
information) 

1. Nadonal Cancer Institute (U.S.) 

2. United States. Dept. of Health and Human Services. Public 
Health Service. National Institutes of Health. National 
Cancer Institute. 

3. United States. Public Health Service. National Institutes of 
Health. National Cancer Institute. 

4. United States. National Cancer Institute. 

5. National Cancer Institute. 

Source: Course guide for MLA CE 520: Descriptive Cataloging in Health 
Sciences Libraries, p.S-6. 
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MODELS FOR AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 7 

Statement of Objective 

Choose appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocab-*^Ic\ry and the principles of application of 
NLM*s cataloging practices and policies. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to be able to interpret entries in the MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic List and determine which main headings and 
subheadings si.ould be assigned for materials covering complex or multi- 
faceted subjects. Examinees should be able to interpret MeSH cataloging 
and indexing annotations, and be familiar with NLM*s cataloging 
practices and policies in the use of MeSH. 

Contents Limitations 

SimiSSS; WiU be limited to the following: 

1. MeSH Annotated Alnl^g betic List 

2. Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification 

Kgv Elcmgnty Will include the assignment of main headings and all 
types of subheadings (i.e., topical, geographic, form, la ^uage). 



Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents two or more descriptors, including all 
annotations and references, from the MeSH Annotated Alnhahetic 
last 

2. The ex- jiinee is asked: "According to NLM^s cataloging practices 
and policies, the correct (incorrect) main heading / subheading 
combination is?** 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative respotses wil! be listed, each consisting 
of a major or minor descriptor, with or without subheadings. 



2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 
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3. A responses may be incorrect when any of the following conditions 
exist: 

a) an inappropriate subheading is used with a main heading. 

b) a minor descriptor is used 

c) a subheading is used with a minor descrip :r 

d) an allowable subheading is used with a major descriptor, but 
NLM cataloging practice docs not permit its use. 

e) an incorrect combination of subheadings are used with a main 
heading (e.g^ 2 topical subheadings combined with the same 
main heading) 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 



Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

The following entries appear in the MeSH Annnta ted Alnhahi>t,> y^j.t 



FINANOAL MANAGENfENT 

NX219.4A3* 
71 



mOOME 
X INDOWMENTS 
XUWDOETS 
XU CA WTAL W WANONO 
XU COMPBTTTIVE BfDDINO 
XU 00KT1UCT SERVICES 
5H EK^ifSAt "JANACEMENT. HOSFITAL 

SJ SR!iiI*S"t9L<»'*^wcnoN 

XU FUND IUI31NG 

XU LEASING. ntOTEXlY 

XU USK MANAGEMENT 

FINANOAL MANAGEMENT, HOSPITAL 

mtf /worn At^ /mMi /«Mi /nm^ 
(12) 

X HOSnTAL nNANClAL MANAGEMENT 



According to NLm cataloging practices and policies, the correct main 

heading / subheading combination is?" 

1. Financial Management-Economics— trends 

2. Financial Management-economics-trends-U.S. 

3. Financial Management, Hospital-economics 

4. Financial Miinagement, Hospital-U.S. 

5. Financial Management-economics-U.S. 

Source: Course Guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p. 12- 
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MODELS FOR AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
TECHNICAL SERVICES 



Objective 8 

Statement of Objective 

Determine the most economic and prompt method for ordering health 
sciences library materi<»l. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to know the methods of acquiring health 
science libiary material, such as using a book jobber or subscription 
agent, and be able to selrct the most appropriate method of acquiring a 
particular type of material, recognizing the health sciens^es library's 
relatively narrow subject scope, its emphasis on serials, s.nd its 
special need to provide speedy access to materials. 

Content Limitations 

Sources: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management Chic?go: MLA, 
1983. Chapter 4 

3. Handbook of Medical Librarv Practice 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 

1982. vol. 2, chapters 3 & 8 
3. Course guide to MLA CE 1120: Collection Development 

Key Element^: Will include direct order, agent or jobber, approval 
plan, standing order, and deposit account in acquiring books, journals, 
government publications, continuations, and non-book materials for 
health sciences libraries. 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The srem will identify a type of health sciences library material 
to be acquired and a type Oi ;pplier, such as publisher, book 
jobber, or subscription agent, followed by the ^uestion: "For 
which of the following titles is this supplier the f most/least] 
appropriate?** 
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Respuasc Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of relevant 
information about a specific health sciences item, such as title, 
publisher, date, and price. 

2. A response may be incorrect because the ma«rial cannot be 
acquired from that supplier. 

3. A response may be incorrect because the material would be acquired 
more slowly from tliat supplier. 

4. A response may be incorrect because the material would be acquired 
at greater cost from that supplier. 

Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only 
Item Sample: 

You are placing orders for new serials and are deciding which titles to 
order from a subscription agent. For which of the following titles is 
this supplier most appropriate? 

1. Brain research Elsevier/North Holland. S8500/year 

2- Perfusion techn^lo^y American Association of Perfusion 
Technologists. $35/year. 

3. NIH bulletin National Institutes of Health. Free. 

4. Heart A lyn^ c. V. Mosby. S122/year. 

Source: Handbook of Medical Library Practigy 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. vol. 2, p. 314 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 



Objective 1 

Statement of Objective 

Select specific reference works or online sources in the health 
sciences for specific information needs or problems. 

General Desc/ ption 

The examinee must exhibit a depth of knowledge of specific print and 
online sources, including their scope, coverage, content, arrangement, 
and access points* This will also include a knowledge of the less 
frequently used prini: and online sources. 

Content Limitations 

SourgCS' The exauiinee will be responsible for knowing the content of 
sources listed in: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Reference 
Sources in the Health Sgi>nfgs 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984. 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Library Managetn^nt Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
Chapter 8 

3- Handbook of Medical Library Practice 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. VOL 1, chapters 5 & 6 

Key Elements 

1. Specific information need or problem 

2. Specific nrint or online resources 

3. Scope, coverage, content, arrangement, access points of 
specific print and online resources 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents the information problem or need, followed by the 
question: "Which of the following sources is F most/least] likely 

to answer this question?" or "Which of the following is 
fmost/least] [efficient/quick]?" 

2. Each item will require selection of a specific print or online 
resource which is the most/least app^^^priate to answer the 
question based on knowledge of scope, coverage, content, 
arrangement, and access points. 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given. 

2. Each response will consist of the complete title of a work or the 
author's last name and the complete title of the work, depending 
on how it is best known. All ot th^ alternative will be titles 
from sources lifted under content limitations. 

3. Only one correct answer will be possible. The other alternatives 
may meet part of the stimulus but not all of it. 

4. An incorrect response may have a title which suggests that it is 
the correct answer without in fact being the correct answer. 

5. An incorrect response may include related information but not meet 
the copdition "most/least" required in the stem. 

Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample 1: 

A physician is seeking information on family planning practices in 
India and China. Which of the following sources is most likely to 
answer this question? 

1. EMBASE 

2. DIRLINE 

3. BIOSIS Previews 

4. POPLINE 

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman. J.A. IntroductSnn to Refgrenc^ 

Sources m the Health Sgi^ng^^ 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA 1984, 
0. 75. 

NLM Online Services Reference Manual 2.4.1, 2.4.2 
Item Sample 2: 

A physician has come to you asking for information on the interactions 
of two drugs. Which of the following is least likely to ans ver this 
question? 

1. Evaluations of Drug Interactions 

2. Hansten*s Drug Interactions 

3. Martindale: The Extra Pharmacopoeia 

4. The Merck Index: An Encyclopedia of Chemicals, Drugs and 
Biologicals 

Source: Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Reference 

Sources =n the Health Scienge^^ 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA 1984, 
p. 130. 
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Objective 2 

Statement of Objective 

Determine the appropriate subject headings and subheadings based on an 
understanding of MeSH vocabulary and the principles of application for 
information retrieval. 

General Description 

Every examinee is expected to be able to interpret entries in the McSH 
Annotated Alphabetic Li<t and determine which main headings and 
subheadings should be used when searching Index Medicy^ MEDLINE, or 
the card catalog. Examinees should be able to interpret MeSH scope 
notes, cross references, dates and cataloging and indexing annotations, 
and be familiar with NLM's cataloging practices and policies in the use 
of MeSH. 

Contents Limitations 

Sl21l£££i: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Front matter of the MeSH Annotated Alnhahi^ti^ T j^f and Index 

2. Course guide for CE 524: McSH and NLM Classification 

3. Feinglos, S. MEDLINEt a basic guide to searchitig 1983. 

4. Roper, F., Boorkman, J.A^ Introduction to Reference Sources 

in the Health Sciences, 1984. 

Key Elements! Will include the assignment of main headings and all 
types of subheadings (Lc topical, geographic, form, language) 
according to NLM*s cataloging practices for creation of entries in a 
card catalog; the choice of headings and subheadings used to search 
MEDLINE or the printed Index Medicus; the interpretation of MeSH notes 
and other annotations. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attribute*: 

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the printed Index 

MsdiCHl or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabetic List contains the following entry 
(entries):". 
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2. The complete entry fr3m McSH including scope notes, cross 
references, dates and other annotations are presented. 

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which 
of the following statements is true (false) for searching [nane 
appropriate source, i.e., printed Index Medicus MEDLI^T1?" 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to 
the MeSH entries given in the stent 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation 
of content notes, searching notes, date, or cross reference 
structure. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Item Sample 1: 



You are searching the printed Index Medicus for references on the topic 
of temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present The MeSH 
Annotated A]i^>habetig contains the following entries: 



li^fPOROMANDIBLXAR JOINT DISEASES 
mm mm Mm Oft TMJ DtS 

n 

TEMPOROMANDIBLXAR JOC^T SYNDROME 

CU0DLIO7.7II OJSafQllQS 

mm mm Oft TMJ SYNDKOMX 
73: wm OOCTIMS SYNOaOME 19^71 

m^rtMOKmAHDiWUlAKSOtSTStSDUmBmmm^COSnSZ 
X OOfTINS SYNDROME 

X MYOPASCXAip PAIN DYSFUNCTION SYNDROME. 

TEMFOROMANDiaULAR ;OINT 
XR FACIAL PA4N 



Based on these entries, which of the following statements is true for 
searching the printed Index Medical? 



1. COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see" reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAR 
JOINT DISEASES 

2. TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through 
1966 

3. The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable 

4. The data form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable 

5. COSTEN'S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972 

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Anno tated A\nhf^\ ff^\^ L|jit 
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Item Sample 2: 



You tre searching in MEDLINE for references on the topic of 
temporomandibular joint syndrome from 1966 to the present The MeSH 
Annotated Aloha hgti'g ] \^^ contains the following entries: 



TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DISEASES 
mm mm Mtw: DP: TMJ DIS 

n 

TEMPOROMANDIBLXAR JOINT SYNDROME 

OJOOllflT.TII CUflMlSQS 
dtfUftflO) 

■Mi MB ikmr OK TMI SYNDHOMS 
Th wm OOSTVNS SYNDROME IN^TZ 

wTnomOMANDiaULAa iOIKr SYNOKOME m tm^ OOSTZN 9 
SYliOtOMC feHfc tkn IM 
X COSTING SYNOaOMl 

X myotajcul Pain oYSPCNcnoN syndiu>m& 

TEMfOftOMANOIltaAJt X>INT 
Xa PAOAL PAIN 



Based on these entries, which of the following statements is false for 
searching MEDLINE? 

1. COSTEN'S SYNDROME is a "see" reference to TEMPOROMANDIBULAR 
JOINT SYNDROME 

2. TENffOROMANDIBULAR JOINT SYNDROME is searchable back through 

19oo 

3. The data form abbreviation TMJ DIS is searchable 

4. The dau form abbreviation TMJ SYNDROME is searchable 

5. COSTEN*S SYNDROME should be used from 1966 to 1972 

Source: Preliminary pages cf the MeSH Annma ted Alnhah^ti^ T Ut 
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Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the card c atalog 
followed by the statement: The MeSH Annotafgrf a; .habetic List 
contains the following entry (entries):". 

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross 
references, dates, and other annotations are presented. 

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which 
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in 
the card catalog?" 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alt^<-native responses will be given each relating to 
the MeSH entries given in the stem. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. A response may be incorrect when any of the following conditions 
exist: 

a) an inappropriate subheading is used with a main heading 

b) a minor descriptor is used, with or without a subheading, for 
an entry in the card catalog 

c) an incorrect combination of subheadings are used with a main 
heading for a card catalog entry 

d) a content note, indexing or cataloging note, dates, or cross 
references are interpreted incorrectly 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Item Sample: 

You are searching in your card catalog for books on the subject of 
statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH Annotated 
Alphabetic List contains the following entries: 



HEALTH MANPOWER 

GEN oirir prate /wmmpcmnt wiili fpidlie taidiatK wImh OEN A IM. do 
Ml «t /ate im HEALTH OCCUPATIONS /iduc) /Mipowv /ortu 
CATALOG: /tM| /Cm 
M 

X HEALTH OCCLTATIONS MANPOWER 
X HEALTH PERSONNEL 

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 

G2-I. 

only /ma /tdw /hte /«Md /mdi: /ibm « HEALTH MANPOWER: 
fer iMiltli Mte cry HEALTH MANPOWER or aLUEO HEALTIS 
PERSONNEL or PHYSICIANS' ASSISTANTS CATALOG: /fcog 
/fom 

M; WM HEALTH PROFESSIONS IM}-«7 

«t HEALTH OCCUPATIONS le Mudi HEALTH PROFESSIONS bKk 
tlM« 

X ALLIED HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 
X HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
XR OCCUPATIONS 



P^sed on these entries, which of the following entries would you nai 
expect to find in the card catalog? 

1. Health Manpower — statistics 

2. Health Manpower - U^. statistics 

3. Health Occupations - trends — statistics 

4. Health Occupations - U.S. statistics 

5. Health Occupations — manpower — statistics 

Source: Course guide for CE 524: MeSH and NLM Classification, p. 12- 
19. 
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Item Format 3 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a searching situation for the printed Index 
MfidifiJli or for MEDLINE, followed by the statement: "The MeSH 
Annotated Alphabi^tic T contains the following entry 
(entries):". 

2. The complete entry from MeSH including scope notes, cross 
references, dates and other annotations are presented. 

3. The examinee is asked: "Based on this entry (these entries), which 
of the following entries would you expect to find (not find) in 
[name appropriate source, i.e., MEDLINE, printed Index MedicuO ? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given each relating to 
the MeSH entries given in the stem. 

2. All responses will be superficially plausible; none will be 
obviously irrelevant to the marginally informed examinee. 

3. A response may be incorrect due to: inappropriate interpretation 
of content notes, searching notes, date, cross reference 
structure, Oi^ main heading/subheading combination. 

4. Only one correct answer will be possible. 
Criterion for Credit: 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



ERIC 



177 

1C4 



Item Sample: 



You are searching in the printed Index Medicus for references on the 
iopic of statistical information of health occupations. The MeSH 
Annotated Alnhabetig i^j^i contains the following entries: 



HEALTH MANPOWER 

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 
02* 

S?' ^.SiH't^^fTU ^STSS^SSL • HSAtTH MANPOWER; 
ZmJ^^SSf* "Jf HEALTH MANPOWEK or AUJED HeALTM 
rejUONNEL «r Wn-MOANS- ASSISTANT STXLOGr7„og 



*!: «« HEALTH PR0^wUIO^<S IH}^T 

■J^**5^LTH OCCUPATIONS w Mweh HEALTH PROFESSIONS bKk 

5 OCCUPATIONS 
X HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
XR OCCUPATIONS 



Based on these entries, v hich of the following entries would you expect 
to find in the printed Indei; M edicus? 

1. HEALTH MANPOWER / statistics 

: HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / statistics 

3. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / manpower 

4. HEALTH OCCUPATIONS / supply & distribution 

5. HEALTH MANPOWER / supply & distribution 

Source: Preliminary pages of the MeSH Annota ted Alnhah..t.V i 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXANHNATION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 



Objective 3 

Statement of Objective 

Interpret the elements of a collection development \. *iCy in order to 
select or vrc^d materials in a health sciences library. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to compare and weigh the importance of 
the various elements of a collection development policy for making 
selection and de-selection decisions. The examinee is expected to 
apply selection criteria for all types of health sciences library 
materials, including such formats as monographs, serials, audiovisual 
software, and computer software. 

Content Limitations 

Sources: Will be limited to the following: 

1. Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Refgrencfi 
Sources in the Health 5ScigngM 2nd ed. Chicago: ML A, 1984. 
chapter 11 

2. Bradley, J. Hospital Library ManafeemgnT Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
chapters 3 & 10 

3. Handbook of Medical T ibrarv Practice 4th ed. Ch.cago: MLA, 

1982. vol. 2, chapter 2 

4. Course Guide for C£ 112: Collection Development 

Kcv ElCBlTntS: Will include elements commonly found in collection 
development policies, such as definitions of terms, description of user 
population, scope and coverage by subject, and guidelines regarding 
format, type of material, price, user demand, date of publication, 
language, multiple copies, replacements, retention and withdrawals. 
More difficult areas of selection will be addressed, including gifts, 
exchange, cooperative agreements with other libraries, etc. 
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Item Format 1 



Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem reproduces 3 or more elements of a collection development 
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description 

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject, 
exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a pol: ,y on 
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement 
with other libraries. 

2. The stem concludes with a question in the following format: 
"Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you 
select [liisi/lasfl to [add to/weed frcm] your collection?" 

3. Each question will require weighing the relation of the different 
p?rts of the collection policy in making title-specific decisions. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each describing a real or 
hypothetical title and including enough information to allow the 
examinee to make a selection decision, such as author, title, 
place, publisher, date, price, evidcrce of demand, etc. 

2. None of the responses will meet all of the criteria for selection. 

3. Every incorrect response will meet at least one of the criteria. 

4. The correct response will meet more of the criteria than any other 
response. 

Criieria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Item Sample: 

Your collectioa policy includes, among others, the following 
statements: 

Materials in Cardiology, Orthopedics, and Pediatrics will be 
collected at the research level. 

Monographs are usually purchased within 3 years of 
publication date. Older monographs arc seldom acquired. 

Clinical monographs published in countries other than the 
United States, Great Britain, and Canada are rarely acquired. 

Monographs that have been requested on interlibrary loan or 
recommended by users, and are on clinical medical subjects, 
are seriously considered for purchase. 

Based on these criteria, which of the following titles would you select 
filSI to add to your collection? 

1. McCarver, Timothy. Intei -reting heart snun ds 
Geneva : World Health Organization, 1982. 

2. Fuller, Michael, ed. Iatrogenic infectiot^s . 
Sydney, NSW : Collins, 1985. 

3. Leahy, Donald. Surgical treatment nf i^ enetrating woimH^ 
Boston : Little Brown, 1981. 

4. Weisman, Gregor. Differential dia^no;s i5 

Copenhagen : Munksgaard, 1982. (Recommended by Cardiology 
resident). 

5. Carlson, David. Communicable diseasefi m childhnnd New 

York : Academic Press, 1983. (Requested on interlibrary 
loan). 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management Chicago: ML A, 1983. 
p. 32-33. 
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Item Format 2 



Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents one or more eicm^snts of a collection development 
policy that influence selection decisions, such as a description 

of a specific user group, scope and coverage of a subject, 
exclusion of a format, limitation by publication date, a policy on 
multiple copies, limitation by price, or a cooperative agreement 
with other libraries. 

2. The stem then describes a title being considered for purchase, 
including information relating to the collection development 
policy elements described above and other information that may 
affect interpretation of the elements. 

3. The stem may also present an environmental situation, such as 
"your library has a very limited budget this year" or "you have 
just been given a donation of x dollars to purchase materials." 

4. The examinee is then asked: "Based on the selection criteria 
listed above, which one of the following purchase decisions will 
you make?" 

5. Each item will require weighing the different parts of the 
collecrion policy in making title-specific decisions. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of one of 
the following purchase decisions: 

a) Do not purchase 

b) Purchase at a later time 

c) Purchase now 

1 Each response will also include a reason for the decision, such 
as: 

a) easily available elsewhere 

b) too expensive 

c) low priority addition to the collection 

d) it was a recommendation 

e) it has never been requested on interlibrary loan 

f) it will be used frequently 

g) your collection already has sufficient materials in this 
area 

J. Each response should force the examinee to discriminate among the 
selection criteria. 

I. A response may b -ncorrect because it represents an incorrect 
purchase decision. 
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5. A response may be incorrect because it includes an inappropriate 
reason for the purchase decision. 

6. Only the correct response will represent the correct decision and 
the most appropriate reason for the decision. 

Criteria for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

Your collection policy states (in part): 

Materials that cost more than $100 are rarely acquired 
without evidence of need. 

Materials that are readily available on interllbrary loan are 
rarely acquired without evidence of need. 

You are considering purchasing an audiovisual entitled The Human Brain 
In evaluating the title you have noted the following information: 



1986 

16 mm film 

American Medical Association 
adult, heahh professionals 
excellent 
S300 

Available on loan from a library in 
a neighboring region 

6 times per year, by 3 or more 
departments 

one 16 mm film, 8 years old, fair 
quality, used 5 times last year 

Recommended by the chairman of the 
Department of Neurology 




Availability other 
than by purchase 

Potential use 



Related items in 
collection 

User requests 
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You have a very limited budget this year. Which one of the following 
purchase decisions will you ntake? 

1. Do not purchase; easily available elsewhere 

2. Do not purchase; too expensive 

3. Purchase later; your collection already has sufficient 
materials in this area 

4. Purchase now; it was recommended 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Manaai^m^nT Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
p. 171. 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 



Objective 4 

Statement of Objective 

Select appropriate online and print sources for bibliographic 
verification of health sciences materials in all formats. 

Genera! Description 

Every examinee is expected to be able to select the mo^t appropriate 
online or print source to verify the bibliographic e^ments of an item 
to jc ordered. Examinees should be able to select the most or least 
appropriate source for verification of health sciences monographs, 
serials, and materials in specialized formats, such as government 
publications, technical reports, and audiovisuals. 

Content Limitations 

Will be limited to the following: 

Roper, F. and Boorkman, J.A. Introduction to Reference 
Sources in the Health Sgi^tir^ 2nd ed. Chicago: MLA, 1984, 
chapter, 6, 11, & 14 

Bradley, J. Hoaoital LibrflrY f .dagemenL Chicago: MLA, 1981 
Chapte** 4 & 10 

Handbook of Medical Library Pragtigg 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. VOL 2, chapter 3 

Course Guide for CE 112: Collection Development 

S2li£ Will include standard as well as lesser used online and 
print sources of bibliographic information for health sciences 
materials in all formats. 



Iicji Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will describe a type of health sciences publication to be 
purchased and a particular element to be verified, followed by one 
of the following questions: "Which of the following fs the ItSSL 
source to verify this information?" or "Which of the following is 
asit an appropriate source for verifying this information?" 

2. Each item will require identification of specific verification 
sources. 
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2. 
3. 



4. 
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Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of the full 
title of an online and/or print verification source. 

2. A response may be incorrect because it does not contain the 
information requested. 

3. A response may be incorrect because it includes some of the 
information requested, but not all of it 

Criterion fov Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
Item I>ample: 

You Tiz J.d like to purchase a National Library of Medicine document but 
you need to verify the price before ordering. Which of the following 
IS flfll an appropriate source for verifying this information? 

1. National Library of Medicine News 

2. GPO Salfs Publications Reference File 

3. Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications 

4. MEDOC 

5. National Library of Medicine Current Catalog 

Sources: Handbook nf Median T ihray-y Pm^t.r^ 4th ed. Chicago: MLA, 
1982. vol. 2, p. 11M13 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 



Objective S 

Statement of Objective 

Identify principles of effective management in hospital library 
services. 

General Description 

Each examinee should be able tc identify the principles and practices 
of planning, staffing, marketing and/or evaluating hospital library 
services. 

Content Limitations 

SfllilCfiS; Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Managi.Tni.nt Chicago: MLA. 1983. 

Key Elements; Elements and types of planning, basic principles o 
marke:ing/promoting library services; personnel administration, 
including recruitment, interviewijig, supervision, and evaluation of 
library staff and volunteers; classes and strategies for evaluation of 
library services, including performance, measures and quality assurance 
techniques; factors in managerial communication. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem describes a library service or program for which some 
alteration is being considered. 

2. The stem may include a summary of steps already taken in 
implementing the proposed change. 

3. The stem concludes with a question: "Of the steps li ted below, 
which should you take next/first/last?" 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five alternative responses will be given, each of which is 
a step in planning, marketing, staffing, communicating or 
evaluating library services. 

2. Each distractor must be plausible and management-rv 'ated, although 
not necessarily related to the area of management under specific 
ccjsideration in the particular item. 
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3. Responses may be determined as incorrect if out-of-sequence or 
inappropriate to the process required. 

4. Each response will be a single step; no response will involve the 
combination of steps previously cited. 

5. Only one response will be completely correct. 
Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 



You are considering implementing a service for the hospital library. Of 
the steps lljted below, which should be taken first? 

1. Establish objectives for the service 

2. Establish a policy for the service 

3. Perform a needs assessment 

4. Review institutional goals 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital l irarv Manaa^m^n^ Chicago: MLA, 1983, 
p. 201. 



Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem contains the statement "You have an ongoing service in 
your library which you wish to improve/evaluate/market." 

2. The stem may include a description of the situation and steps 
already taken. 

3. The stem concludes with the following "Of the 
steps/approaches/techniques, etc^ cited below, which would be 
taken first/last/next OR would be most/least appropriate?" 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be given, each a plausible element in 
managemen\ but not necessarily in the area of specific 
consideration in this particular item. 

2. Each r ponse will be singular; no response will combine responses 
previously cited. 

3. Responses will be incorrect if they are out-of-sequence or 
inappropriate to the process described. 
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4. Only one response will be correct. 



Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 

Item Sample: 

You have an ongoing set of procedures for cataloging in your library 
which you wish to evaluate. The purposes of the program are clear and 
the claim on staff time is veil documented. Of the questions cited 
below, which is likely to yiCld the least helpful information for 
evaluation of the program? 

1. What materials are needed? 

2. Can the routine be simplified? 

3. What alternatives might accomplish the same or similar 
purposes? 

4. What role does the library committee play? 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Manag^mi^nt Chicago: MLA, 1983, 
p. 324. 



Item Format 3 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a definition of a te^-m or phrase relevant to 
marketing, staffing, planning, or evaluation of hospital library 
services. 

Response Attributes: 

1. To comprehend principles and concepts of effective financial 
resource management in hospital libraries. 

2. Each distractor will be incorrect by definition. 

3. Only one response will be correct. 
Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 
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Item Sample: 

anticipates institutional changes and analyzes how these 

changes may affect library services. 

1. Management by objectives 

2. Program planning 

3. Project management 

4. Quality assurance 

5. Long*range planning 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital ^ ibrarv Matiaggmg^t Chicago: MLA, 1983, 
p. 204. 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXAMINATION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 



Objective 6 

Statement >f Objective 

Understand principles and practice? in the effective utilization of 
hospital library facilities and space. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the 
principles which guide hospital librarians in the planning and 
management of hospital library facilities. 

Content Limitations 

Sj2ill££: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Managemi>^^ Chicago: ML A, 1983. 

Key Elgmcnts: Space planning roles, space requirements and estimation 
techniques, planning documents, design and construction considerations 
transfers and moves. * 

Item Format 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem will address a single issue/problem/principle related to 
space/facilities planning or management. 

2. The stem will be introduced by a form of the question: Which of 
the following is the most/least useful/appr ^riate/likely ... 
followed by the descri?:ion of an issue/problem/principle of 
space/facilities planning or management in hospital libraries. 

3. All distractors will be plausible and related to management 
although not necessarily to space/facilities management. 

4. Only one response will be completely correct. 
Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of a word, 
phrase, or sentence. 

2. All distractors will be presented in parallel form. 

3. All distractors will be plausible and related to management 
although not necessarily to space/facilities management. 

191 
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Only c e response will be completely correct, 
criterion for Credit . 

Credit v^rill be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 



Which of tne following purposes is least likely to be served by a 
written space program for the hospital library? 

1. Assists in developing initial planning coacrpts 

2. Helps in the process of analyzing space needs 

3. Provide* a persuasive document to lobby for new space 

4. Clarifies the librarian's role in the hospital organization 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Manaai^^ym Chicago: MLA, 1983, 
p. 281. 
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AREA OF CONCENTRATION EXANnNA^^ION 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 



Objective 7 

Statement of Objective 

Comprehend principles and concepts of effective financial resource 
management in hospital libraries. 

General Description 

Every examinee should be acquainted with basic principles of financial 
management and should understand the terminology used in budgeting for 
library services. 

Content Limitations 

Souififi; Bradley. J. Hospital Library Managgm. , Chicago: MLA, 1983. 

KtY Elements: Hospital financial systems, sources of funding, types of 
budgets and budget systems, tne budgeting process, funding equivalents, 
sunk costs, opportunity costs, cost analyses, net present value 
calculations. 

Item Format 1 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem is a definition or description of a term, principle or 
concept in financial management, displayed as a graphic or a 
narrative. 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or fi /e responses will be listed, each constating c a single 
word, phrase, or acronym. 

2. Responses may be spelled out or presented as acronyms, but all 
shoved be parallel within a stem. 

3. All distractors should be plausible and management-related, 
although not necessarily related to financial management. 

4. Distractors shall be incorrect by definition. 

5. Distractors shall not include combinations of other responses. 

6. Only one response will be completely correct. 
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Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given for the correct answer only. 



Item Sample: 

: — - is a techniques in \*:iich the budget preparer tabulates 

individually all expenses to come up with an overall amount for the 
coming yean 

1. Cost«based budgeting 

2. Add«on budgeting 

3. Lump-sum budgeting 

4. Zero-based budgeting 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Manaj^gm^qt Chicago: MLA, 1983. 
pp. 220-222. 



Item Format 2 

Stimulus Attributes: 

1. The stem presents a problem or situation in financial resource 
management, displayed in graphic or narrative form. 

2. The stem concludes with a question: 

(1) Which of the following should/should not be the 
first/last/next steps in solving/addressing the problem? 

(2) Which of the following is/is not useful in solving/addressing 
the proDlem/sitUttv on.? 

Response Attributes: 

1. Four or five responses will be listed, each consisting of a 
letter, term, phrase. 

2. Distractors will be presented in parallel format within the item. 

3. All distractors will be plausible and management-related, although 
not necessarily related to financial management. 

4. Distractors shall not include combinations of other distractors. 

5. Only one response will be completely c rrect. 
Criterion for Credit 

Credit will be given f^r the correct answer only. 
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r;em Sample I: 



Sample Library Budget 
Statistical Comparative Line 



L PERSONNEL 

A. Salaries 

B. Pensioc 

C Social Security 
D. Health Insurance 







Increase 




1986 


1987 


or 


Percent 


Budget 




Decrease 


Change 


S105,00J 


$127,000 


+22,000 


+21% 


28.000 


21,000 


- 7,000 


•25% 


12,C00 


10,500 


- 1,500 


•13% 


2.000 


2.^00 


±__500 


+25% 


5147,000 


(A) $161,000) 


+514,000 


+10% 



IL OTHER THAN 
PERSONNEL 

A. Administrative 
Fees 

B. Library 
Materials 

C. Library Services 

D. Operation St 
Maintenance 

E. Capital 
Expenditures 

F. Memberships 

Subtotal 
TOTAL 

If an add-on budget system is to be used next year for the budget displayed 
above, w'\ich line must be used initially to develop the budget? 

1. A 

2. B 

3. D 

4. E 

5. C 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Library Management Chicago: MLA, 1983, 
pp. 221. 



5 5,000 


5 5,000 






28,000 


26,200 


• 1,800 


• 6% 


23,000 


24,700 


+ 1,700 


+ 7% 


40,500 


45,765 


+ 5,265 


•13% 


12,000 


13,800 


+ 1,800 


+15% 


2SQ 


ZSQ 






5108,750 


(B)5 115,715 


4 6,965 


+ 5% 


(E)S255,750 


(0)5276,715 


(D)+20,965 


+ 8% 
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Item Sample 2: 



You are preparing your budget request for journals next year and have 
collected the following data: 

A. # of times each journal title circulated last year 

B. # of times each journal title was photocopied last year 

C. Amount spent for journal subscriptions last year 

Which of the following would be the most useful information to add next 
to this list? 

1. # of ILL'S for journals last year? 

2. # of journals owned in each subject area 

3. Average cost per title for journals owned 

4. Estimated inflation rate on journals 

Source: Bradley, J. Hospital Librarv Managemgnf Chicago: ML A, 1983, 
pp. 226. 
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APPENDIX VI 



MEMO TO ITEM TOITRRS (Sample) 



To: Item Writers 

From: Editorial Panel for the Certification and Registration 
Examination 

We are very pleased that you are submitting items for consideration 
for the Examination. We have a big job ahead of us as we prepare a 
new Examination covering a wide variety of subject areas and levels 
of difficulty. Your assistance is crucial to the success of the new 
Examination. 

Submit each item on 9 separate form, giving the Panel c ; much detail 
as possible about each item. Of particular importance is the 
citation giving the source of the correct answer. If the form does 
not have complete information, your materials will be returned 
without review, and you will be askel to submit the missing 
in'oraation. 

Each item should be submitted to the Editor, who initiates the 
Panel's review process which follows: 

1. The item is sent to a Panel member for review. 

a. Is the examination type specified and is it appropriate? 

b. Does the item conform to the objective? 

c. Does the item meet the model specification for that 
objective? 

d. Is the item accurate and does it have only one correct 
answer? 

e. Does the source provide the correct answer? 

f. Does the item seem reasonable in view of the stated 



2. At this point, the Panel member will recommend one of three 
possible actions: 

a. Accept the item as a part of the data bank. 

b. Accept the item with ve-.y minor revision (mostly 
editorial) . 

c. Reject the item and discard it. 

3. The Par«l as a whole will review each of the items after the 
initial recommendation has been made and will com^ to consensus 
as to its final disposition. 

To maintain examination confidentiality and credibility, you will not 
be notified as to whether or not your item was accepted. However, in 
order to provide recognition for those of you who have taken the time 
and effort to participate in the item writing process, the Panel will 
publish a list of persons who have submitted items in the MJk 
News. Our si. cere appreciation goes along with this recognitiaJ 



objective? 
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PLEASE SEND ALL ITEMS TO 
THE EDITOR OF THE MLA CERTZnCATIOH/REGISTRATION E3CAMINATI0N 



1987/88 Editor 
Rick B. Foman 
Dennison Library 
Tteivenity of Colorado Health Science Center 
42C0 Eaat Ninth Avenus 
Denver* Colorado 80262 
303/394-5125 

The current Editor's nam and addreaa and the naaea of the Editorial 
Panel are Ixated in the MLA Directory vith tha conitteefi* 
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APPENDIX VII 



MEDICAL LIBAARY ASSOCIATION 
EXAMINATION ITEM 



print or type) 



for which txam it tht itim imandsd? 
□ Qcntral (Indlcatt wfhich stetion) 

□ HMlth Cart Envworantnt 

□ PubllcSwvicn 

□ Technical Sarvicis 



What it tht objactiv* numbar7_ 
Stam 



□ Araa of Concantration (Indicata vvhich axam) 

□ hiWicSarvicas 

□ Tachnicai Sarvicai 

□ Hospital Library Managamat.. 



Item Format? 



Dittractors (Tha corract antwar ihouid trs the last option.) 
1. 




ITEM REVIEW (PANEL USE CN^Y) 

DateRacaivad Panal RaviavMr DataSant 

Rammandation Data 

Aocapt □ Accapt with Minor Raviiion □ Discard □ 
OataAocaptwl MPL Databank Numfcar 

SMwUsad 

Data of Withdrawal 

Rmkmi 
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mm fofm — « 

Expltin what tht itMn is initndtd to do. 



Explain wf.y Mch of the fint four distrarton is inoorract and why tht fifth is oorract. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Giva the source of the correct answer (exact citation). 



Submitted b- 

Addf w 

Oty Stm Zip 

Hmii o 

AieaCode Numtor ExiHMien 
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APPENDIX IX 
EVALUATION 



WILL Ytflj DO US A FAVOR? 

Tb« Editorial Psnel for the MLA Ctrtification/Registration Bxaaination la 
intaraatad in knowing vhathar thia aanoal haa baan tiaafiil to you in 
davaloping qoaationa for tha CzaBination. Plasaa halp oa by raacting to 
tha quaationa balov and ratuming your raaponaa to: 

Editor, MLA Cartification/Ragiatration Ezasination 
Madical Library Aaaociation 
919 Rorth Michigan Avanoa 
Suita 3208 

Chicago, Illinoia 60611 



Rear halpful vara tha fo^. ^ing coaponanca of tha Manual for I tan Writars? 

Vary SoBcwhat Not vary 



Infonation about Cartification 
Information about tha Ezanination 



Baaic Conaidarationa for Itaa Writara 

Hinta for Vritara 

Praparing tha ItaB*aa*a"-ffhola 
Poiaulating tha Staa 
Ganaraiing Diatractar Optiona 

Tha Raviav Procaaa 

Appandicaa 

Parfotaanca Objactivaa 
Saapla Itaaa 
Itaa Modala 



What auggaationa do you hava that would aaka tha next adition of this 
aanual aor^ halpful to paraona writing iteaa for tha MLA Exaaination? 



Waa a Data^ 

(opTnalJ 
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